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EVIDENCE 

Reported  to  the  Senate,  by  the  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  facts  relating  to  the  conduct  o/Jo/m 
Smith,  a  Senator  from  the  state  of  Ohio. 


December  21,  1807. 
No.  I. 

Bill  of  indictment  for  Treason. 

The  United  States,  £   Copy  Indictment  for 

vs'  (  Treason. 

John  Smith.  ) 

VIRGINIA  DISTRICT. 

In  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
hi  and  for  theffth  circuit  and  Virginia  District. 

THE  Grand  Inquest  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  for  the  Virginia  District,  upon  their  oath 
do  present  that  John  Smith  late  of  the  state  of  Ohio, 
a  Senator  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States^  being 
an  inhabitant  of,  and  residing  within  the  United 
States,  and  under  the  protection  of  the  Jaws  of  the 
United  States,  and  owing  allegiance  and  fidelity  to 
the  same  United  States,  not  having-  the  fear  of  God 
before  his  eyes,  nor  weighing  the  duty  of  his  said  al- 
legiance, but  being  moved  and  seduced  by  the  insti- 
gation of  the  devil,  wickedly,  devising  and  intending 
the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  said  United  States  to 
disturb  and  to  stir,  move  and  excite  insurrection,  re- 

A 


ft  ^ 

belhon,  and  war  against  the  said  United  States,  on 
the  thirteenth  day.  of  Dec'r  in  the  year  of  Christ,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  at  a  certain  place 
called  and  known  by  the  name  of  Blannerhassett's  is- 
land, in  the  county  of  Wood  and  District  of  Virgi- 
gir.a  aforesaid,  and  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
court,  with  force  and  arms,  unlawfully,  falsely,  mali- 
;iously  and  traitorously,  did  compass,  imagine  and 
intend  to  raise  and  levy  war,  insurrection  and  rebellion 
against  the  said  United  States ;  and  in  order  to  fulfil 
and  bring  to  effect  the  said  traitorous  compassings, 
imaginations  and  intentions  of  him  the  said  John 
Smith,  he  the  said  John  Smith  afterwards,  to  wit ;  on 
the  said  thirteeenth  day  of  December,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  aforesaid,  at 
the  said  island  called  Blannerhassett's  island  as  afore- 
said in  the  county  of  Wood  aforesaid  in  the  District 
of  Virginia  aforesaid,  and  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
this  court,  with  a  great  multitude  of  persons  whose 
names  at  present  are  unknown  to  the  Grand  In- 
quest aforesaid,  to  a  great  number,  to  wit ;  to  the  num- 
ber of  thirty  persons  and  upwards,  armed  and  array- 
ed in  a  warlike  manner,  that  is  to  say,  with  guns, 
swords  and  dirks,  and  other  warlike  weapons  as  well 
offensive  as  defensive,  being  then  and  there  unlawful- 
ly, maliciously  and  traitorously  assembled  and  ga- 
thered together,  did  falsely  and  traitorously  assemble 
and  join  themselves  together  against  the  said  United 
States,  and  then  and  there  with  force  and  arms  did 
falsely  and  traitorously  and  in  a  warlike  and  hostile 
manner,  array  and  dispose  themselves  against  the  said 
United  States,  and  then  and  there  that  is  to  say,  on 
the  day  and  in  the  year  aforesaid,  at  the  island  afore- 
said, commonly  called  Blannerhassett's  island,  in  the 
county  of  Wood  aforesaid,  within  the  Virginia  Dis  - 
trict  and  the  jurisdiction  of  this  court,  in  pursuance 
of  such  their  traitorous  intentions  and  purposes  afore- 
said, he  the  said  John  Smith  with  the  said  persons  so 
as  aforesaid,  traitorously  assembled  and  armed  and 
arrayed  in  manner  aforesaid,  most  wickedly,  mali- 


ciously  and  traitorously  did  ordain,  prepare  and  levy 
war  against  the  said  United  States  contrary  to  the 
duty  of  their  said  allegiance  and  fidelity,  against  the 
constitution,  peace  and  dignity  of  the  said  United 
States,  and  against  the  form  of  the  act  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  said  United  States  in  such  case  made 
and  provided. 

And  the  grand  inquest  of  the  United  States  c 
America,  for  the  Virginia  district,  upon  their  oaths 
aforesaid  do  further  present  that  the  said  John  Smith 
late  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  a  Senator  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  being  an  inhabitant  of  and  re- 
siding within  the  United  States,  and  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  owing  al- 
legiance and  fidelity  to  the  same  United  States,  not 
having  the  fear  of  God  before  his  eyes  nor  weighing 
the  duty  of  his  said  allegiance,  but  being  moved  and 
seduced  by  the  instigation  of  the  devil,  wickedly  de- 
vising and  intending  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the 
said  United  States,  to  disturb  and  to  stir,  move  and 
excite  insurrection,  rebellion,  and  war  against  the 
said  United  States,  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  Decem- 
ber, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  six,  at  a  certain  place  called  and  known  by 
the  name  of  Blannerhassett's  island  in  the  county  of 
Wood  and  district  of  Virginia  afpresaid,  and  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  court,  with  force  and  arms  un- 
lawfully, falsely,  maliciously  and  traitorously  did 
compass,  imagine  and  intend  to  raise  and  levy  war, 
insurrection  and  rebellion  against  the  said  United 
States ;  and  in  order  to  fulfil  and  bring  to  effect  the 
said  traitorous  compassings,  imaginations  and  inten- 
tions of  him  the  said  John  Smith,  he  the  said  John 
Smith  afterwards,  to  wit ;  on  the  said  last  mentioned 
fourteenth  day  of  December  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundredand  six  aforesaid,  at  a  certain  place  com- 
monly called  and  kno.m  by  the  name  of  Blannerhas- 
sett's island  in  the  said  county  of  Wood  in  the  district 
of  Virginia  aforesaid,  and  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
this  court,  with  one  other  great  multitude  of  persons 


whose  names  at  present  are  unknown  to  the  grand  in- 
quest aforesaid,  to  a  great  number,  to  wit :  to  the 
number  of  thirty  persons  and  upwards,  armed  and 
arrayed  in  a  warlike  manner,  that  is  to  say,  with  guns 
swords  and  dirks,  and  other  warlike  weapons,  as  well 
offensive  as  defensive  ;  being  then  and  there  unlaw- 
fully, maliciously  and  traitorously  assembled  and 
gathered  together,  did  falsely  and  traitorously  assem- 
ble and  join  themselves  together  against  the  said  Unit- 
ed States ;  and  then  and  there  with  force  and  arms  did 
falsely  and  traitorously  and  in  a  warlike  and  hostile 
manner  array  and  dispose  themselves  against  the  said 
United  States,  and  then  and  there,  that  is  to  say,  on 
the  day  and  in  the  year  last  mentioned,  at  the  island 
aforesaid,  in  the  county  of  Wood  aforesaid,  in  the 
Virginia  district,  and  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
court  in  pursuance  of  such  their  traitorous  intentions 
and  purposes  aforesaid,  he  the  said  John  Smith  with 
the  said  persons  so  as  aforesaid,  traitorously  assem- 
bled and  armed  and  arrayed  in  manner  aforesaid, 
most  wickedly,  maliciously  and  traitorously  did  or- 
dain, prepare  and  levy^var  against  the  said  United 
States,  and  further  to  fulfil  and  carry  into  effect  the  said 
traitorous  compassings,  imaginations  and  intentions 
of  him  the  said  John  Smith  against  the  said  United 
States,  and  to  carry  on  the  war  thus  levied  as  afore- 
said against  the  said  United  States,  the  said  John 
Smith  with  the  multitude  last  mentioned,  at  the  island 
aforesaid,  in  the  said  county  of  Wood  within  the  Vir- 
ginia District  aforesaid,  and  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
this  court,  did  array  themselves  in  a  warlike  manner, 
with  guns  and  other  warlike  weapons,  offensive  and 
defensive,  and  proceed  from  the  said  island  down  the 
river  Ohio  in  the  county  aforesaid,  within  the  Vir- 
ginia District  and  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  court, 
on  the  fourteenth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  six  aforesaid,  with  the 
wicked  and  traitorous  intention  to  descend  the  said 
river  and  the  river  Mississippi,  and  by  force  and  arms 
traitorously  to  take  possession  of  a  city  commonly 


called  New- Orleans,  in  the  territory  of  Orleans  be- 
longing to  the  United  States ;  contrary  to  the  duty  of 
their  said  allegiance  and  fidelity,  against  the  consti- 
tution, peace  and  dignity  of  the  said  United  States, 
and  against  the  form  of  the  act  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  in  such  case  made  and  provided. 

GEO:  HAY, 
Attorney  for  the  United  StatC~ 
for  the  Virginia  District.  ~\ 
Endorsed, 

"  A  true  bill. 

JOHN  RANDOLPH." 

I,  William  Marshall,  clerk  of  the  court 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  fifth  cir- 
[  l.  s.  ~       cuit  and  Virginia  District,  do  hereby 
certify,  that  the  aforegoing  is  a  true  co- 
py from  the  record  in  the  said  court. 
In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand, 
and  affixed  the  seal  of  the  court  aforesaid,  at  Rich- 
mond, this  ninth  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seven,  and  in  the  thirty  second  year  of 
the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
WILLIAM  MARSHALL, 


No.  IT. 

Bill  of  indictment  for  Misdemeanor. 

The  United  States,")      ^        T    ,.  .        ,  P 

'  /      Copy  Indictment  tor 

T   .       o'  (  Misdemeanor. 

John  Smith.  \ 

Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States  of  America,  for  the 
fifth  circuit  and  district  of  Virginia. 

VIRGINIA  DISTRICT,  to  wit: 

THE  Grand  Inquest  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica in  and  for  the  body  of  the  district  of  Virginia, 
upon  their  oath  do  present,  that  John  Smith,  late  of 


the  state  of  Ohio,  and  a  Senator  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  did  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  De- 
cember in  the  year  of  our  lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  six,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  to  wit ;  at  a  certain  island  in  the  river 
Ohio,  called  Blannerhassett's  island,  in  the  county  of 
Wood,  within  the  district  of  Virginia  aforesaid,  and 
irathin  the  jurisdiction  of  this  court,  with  force  and 
phns  begin  a  certain  military  expedition,  to  be  car- 
eied  on  from  thence  against  the  dominions  of  a  fo- 
reign prince,  to  wit ;  the  dominions  of  the  king  of 
Spain ;  the  said  United  States  then  and  there  being  at 
peace  with  the  said  king  of  Spain,  against  the  form  of 
the  statute  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  to  the  evil 
example  of  all  others  in  like  case  offending,  and  against 
the  peace  of  the  said  United  States  and  their  dig- 
nity :  and  the  jurors  aforesaid  upon  their  said  oath  do 
further  present,  that  the  said  John  Smith  afterwards, 
to  wit ;  on  the  said  thirteenth  day  of  December,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
six,  and  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said  United 
States,  to  wit ;  at  a  certain  island,  in  the  river  Ohio, 
called  Blannerhassett's  island,  in  the  county  of  Wood, 
in  the  district  of  Virginia  aforesaid,  and  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  this  court,  with  force  and  arms  did 
set  on  foot  a  certain  military  enterprize,  to  be  carried 
on  from  thence  against  the  territory  of  a  foreign 
prince,  to  wit :  the  territory  of  the  king  of  Spain,  the 
said  United  States  then  and  there  being  at  peace  with 
the  said  king  of  Spain,  against  the  form  of  the  sta- 
tute, in  such  case  made  and  provided,  to  the  evil  ex- 
ample of  all  others  in  like  case  offending,  and  against 
the  peace  of  the  said  United  States,  and  their  dignity : 
and  the  jurors  aforesaid,  upon  their  oath  do  further 
present,  that  the  said  John  Smith  afterwards,  to  wit : 
on  the  said  thirteenth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  said  United  States,  to  wit ;  at 
a  certain  island  in  the  river  Ohio  called  Blannerhas- 
sett's island,  which  is  in  the  county  of  Wood,  in  the 


district  of  Virginia  aforesaid,  and  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  ;his  court,  did  with  force  and  arms  set  on  foot 
a  certain  other  military  enterprize,  to  be  carried  on 
from  thence  against  the  territory  of  a  foreign  prince, 
to  wit:  against  the  province  of  Mexico  in  North 
America,  the  said  province  of  Mexico  then  and  there 
being  the  territory  of  the  king  of  Spain,  and  tlu  said 
king  of  Spain  then  and  there  being  at  peace  with  the 
said  United  States,  against  the  form  of  the  statute  in 
such  case  made  and  provided,  to  the  evil  example  of 
all  others  in  like  case  offending,  and  against  the  peac  e 
of  the  said  United  States,  and  their  dignity ;  and  tru  * 
jurors  aforesaid,  upon  their  oath,  .!o  further  present 
that  the  said  John  Smith  afterwards,  to  wit ;  on  the 
said  thirteenth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  said  United  States,  to  wit ;  at 
Blannerhassett's  island  in  the  river  Ohio,  which 
island  is  in  the  county  of  Wood,  in  the  district  afore- 
said, and  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  court,  did 
with  force  and  arms  provide  the  means,  to  wit ;  boats, 
men,  provisions,  fire-arms,  gunpowder,  bullets,  leaden 
bars,  and  other  military  munition,  for  a  certain  other 
military  enterprize  to  be  carried  on  from  thence  against 
the  dominions  of  a  foreign  prince,  to  wit;  against 
the  dominions  of  the  king  of  Spain,  the  said  United 
States  then  and  there  being  at  peace  with  the  said 
king  of  Spain,  against  the  form  of  the  statute  in  such 
case  made  and  provided,  to  the  evil  example  of  all 
others  in  like  case  offending  and  against  the  peace  of 
the  said  United  States  and  their  dignity,  and  the 
jurors  aforesaid,  upon  their  said  oath  do  further  pre- 
sent, that  the  said  John  Smith  afterwards,  to  wit ;  on 
the  said  thirteendi  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  said  United  States,  to  wit ;  at 
an  island  in  the  river  Ohio,  called  Blannerhassett's 
island  in  the  county  of  Wood  and  district  of  Virgi- 
nia, and  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  court,  did  with 
force  and  arms,  prepare  the  means,  to  wit :  boats. 
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men,  provisions,  fire  arms,  gun  powder,  bullets, 
leaden  bars,  and  other  military  munition,  for  a  cer- 
tain other  military  expedition,  to  be  carried  on  from 
thence  against  the  province  of  Mexico  in  North 
America,  the  said  province  of  Mexico  then  and  there 
being  the  territory  of  a  foreign  prince,  to  wit;  the 
territory  of  the  king  of  Spain,  and  the  said  United 
States,  then  and  there  being  at  peace  with  the  said 
kir.g  of  Spain,  against  the  form  of  the  statute  in  such 
ca  se  made  and  provided,  to  the  evil  example  of  all 
others  in  like  case  offending,  and  against  the  peace  of 
the  said  United  States  and  their  dignity  ;  and  the  jur- 
ors aforesaid  upon  their  said  oath,  do  further  present, 
that  the  said  John  Smith  afterwards  to  wit ;  on  the  said 
thirteenth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  said  United  States,  to  wit:  at  an  island,  in 
the  river  Ohio,  called  Blannerhassett's  island,  in  the 
county  of  Wood  and  district  of  Virginia  aforesaid, 
and  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  court,  did  with 
force  and  arms,  provide  the  means,  to  wit:  boats, 
men,  provision,  fire  arms,  gun  powder,  balls,  leaden 
bars,  and  other  military  munition,  for  a  certain  other 
military  expedition,  to  be  carried  on  from  thence 
against  the  dominions  of  some  foreign  state,  to  the 
jurors  aforesaid  yet  unknown,  with  whom  the  United 
States  were  then  and  there  at  peace,  against  the  form 
of  the  statute  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  to  the 
evil  example  of  all  others  in  like  case  offending,  and 
against  the  peace  of  the  said  United  States,  and  their 
dignity ;  and  the  jurors  aforesaid  upon  their  said  oath 
do  further  present,  that  the  said  John  Smith  after- 
wards, to  wit ;  on  the  said  thirteenth  day  of  Decem- 
ber, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  six,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said 
United  States,  to  wit ;  at  Blannerhassett's  island,  in 
the  river  Ohio,  in  the  county  of  Wood  and  district 
of  Virginia  aforesaid,  and  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
this  court,  did  with  force  and  arms  set  on  foot  a  cer- 
tain other  militar}'  enterprizc,  to  be  carried  on  from 


thence  against  the  dominions  of  some  foreign  state, 
to  the  jurors  aforesaid  yet  unknown;  with  whom  the 
United  States  were  then  and  there  at  peace,  against 
the  form  of  the  statute  in  such  case  made  and  pro- 
vided, to  the  evil  example  of  all  others  in  like  case 
offending,  and  against  the  peace  of  the  said  United 
States,  and  their  clignitv. 

GEO:  HAY, 
Attorney  of  the  United  States 
for  the  Virginia  district. 
Endorsed, 

"  A  true  bill. 

JOHN  RANDOLPH." 

I,  William  Marshall,  clerk  of  the  court  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  fifth  circuit 
[  l.  s  ]    and  Virginia  District,  do  hereby  certify, 
that  the  aforegoing  is  a  true  copy  from 
the  record  in  the  said  court. 
In  testimony  whereof,   I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  the  court  aforesaid,  at 
Richmond,  this  ninth  day  of  December,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  seven,  and  in  the  thirty  se- 
cond year  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States 
of  America. 

WILLIAM  MARSHALL. 


in. 

Verdict  of  the  Jury,  on  the  trial  of  Aaron 
Burr,  for  treason. 

United  States,  ^ 

vs.  C      For  Treason. 

Aaron  Burr.         ) 

Verdict  of  Petit  Jury. 

"  WE  of  the  jury  find  that  Aaron  Bun'  is  not 
proved  to  be  guilty  under  this  indictment,  by  any 
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evidence  submitted  to  us — we  therefore  find  him  not 
guilty. 

"  E.  CARRINGTON,  Foreman:" 

I,  William  Marshall,  clerk  of  the  court  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  for  the  fifth  circuit  and  Virginia  district,  do 
hereby  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the 
verdict  of  the  petit  jury  upon  the  trial  of  Aaron  Burr 
for  treason  against  the  United  States,  as  delivered  to 
the  court  by  the  said  jury. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  here- 
unto set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal 
of  the  court  aforesaid,  at  Richmond, 
f  l.  s.]  this  tenth  day  of  December,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  seven,  and  in 
the  thirty  second  year  of  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Wm.  MARSHALL. 


IV. 

Reasons  of  the  Nolle  Prosequi  entered  on  the 
bills  against  John  Smith. 

Richmond,  Dec.  6,  1 807. 
Sir, 

YOUR  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  written  by  the 
direction  of  the  committee  of  the  Senate  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  "  appointed  to  inquire  and  to  report  the 
facts"  relating  to  the  conduct  of  John  Smith,  a  Sena- 
tor from  Ohio,  and  requesting  "  information  of  the 
reasons  which  induced  me  to  enter  a  Nolle  Prosequi 
on  the  bills  of  indictment  for  treason  and  misdemean- 
or, found  against  him,  at  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  last  held  at  Richmond,  also  any  other 
information  which  may  be  in  my  possession,  relative 
to  the  objects  of  their  commission,"  was  received 
last  night. 
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There  were  two  reasons  which  induced  me  in 
John  Smith's  case,  to  enter  a  Nolle  Prosequi  on 
the  indictment  for  treason.  The  first  reason  was, 
that  on  the  motion  made  in  behalf  of  Aaron  Burr, 
to  arrest  the  evidence,  the  court  seemed  to  be  of 
opinion,  that  the  transactions  which  took  place  on 
the  island,  did  not  amount  to  an  overt  act  of  levy- 
ing war  against  the  United  States,  (a)  Wishing  to 
know  what  was  really  the  opinion  of  the  court,  on 
this  point,  I  made  an  application  in  public  for  infor- 
mation, stating  as  the  cause  of  this  application,  the 
difficulty  which  I  then  experienced  in  deciding 
whether  the  prosecution  against  Blennerhasset  for 
treason  ought  to  be  continued.  The  Chief  Justice 
was  very  explicit  in  his  reply,  and  in  consequence  of 
that  reply,  the  prosecution  was  dismissed.  He  was 
of  opinion  that  the  transactions  on  the  island,  did  not 
amount  to  an  act  of  levying  war.  The  principle  on 
which  this  opinion  was  founded,  was  afterwards 
avowed  in  the  decision  on  the  motion  to  commit,  (b) 
In  relation  to  this  point  Blennerhasset  and  John  Smith 
occupied  the  same  ground ;  they  both  being  charged 
with  an  overt  act  of  levying  war  committed  on  the 
island. 

But  in  the  case  of  John  Smith,  there  was  another 
reason  for  entering  a  Nolle  Prosequi,  he  was  not  on 
the  island  at  the  time  of  the  overt  act  charged  in  the 
indictment ;  in  this  respect  he  stood  on  the  same 
ground  with  Aaron  Burr,  and  the  same  principles 
which  led  to  the  decision  on  the  motion  to  arrest  the 
evidence  introduced  against  Bun-,  would  have  con- 
ducted the  court  to  a  result  equally  favorable  to  him 
upon  both  of  these  points ;  my  colleagues  concurred 
with  me  in  thinking  that  a  continuance  of  the  prose- 
cution for  treason  would  be  unavailing.  With  respect 
to  the  indictment  for  the  misdemeanor,  the  case  w  s 
equally  clear,  that  the  accused,  whatever  the  degree  of 
his  guilt  might  be,  could  not  be  convicted.  I  knew 
no  evidence  by  which  it  could  be  proved  that  he  had 
ever  done  any  act  within  this  district  in  furtherance 
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of  the  conspiracy,  or  that  he  had  ever  been  at  the 
place  where  the  indictment  charges  the  offence  to 
have  been  committed.  This  was  the  great  difficulty 
in  the  prosecution  for  the  misdemeanor,  but  even  if 
this  could  have  been  surmounted  there  were  consi- 
derations founded  on  the  opinion  of  the  court  in  the 
trial  of  Aaron  Burr,  which  perhaps  might  have  in- 
duced us  to  discontinue  the  prosecution,  (c) 

These,  sir,  were  the  reasons  which  induced  me  to 
enter  a  Nolle  Prosequi,  on  the  two  indictments  found 
against  John  Smith,  and  the  only  reasons.  The  opi- 
nion which  might  have  been  entertained  by  myself 
or  my  associates  in  the  prosecution  of  the  evidence 
which  might  be  adduced  against  him  on  a  trial,  had 
no  influence  on  our  determination.  I  have  not  in  my 
possession  any  other  information  relating  to  the  ob- 
jects of  inquiry  before  the  committee. 

I  am  with  high  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEO:  HAY. 

(a)  See  page    153,  of  the  printed  statement  of  the  court's 
decisions,  now  before  Congress. 
(A)  ib.  page  211. 
(c)  ib.  page  204. 

The  Honorable  J.  §{.  Adams. 

V. 

For  Peter  Taylor's  testimony — see  volume  of  printed 
Evidence,  communicated  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  to  Congress,  page  45. 

VI. 

Elias  Glover's  affidavit. 

Eli  as  Glover  of  Cincinnati,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposeth  and  saith,  that  some  time  about  the  first  of 
September  last,  while  in  company  with  a  friend,  the 
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conversation  having  turned  on  various  subjects  and 
characters,  the  name  of  Col.  Burr  was  mentioned, 
when  he  inquired  of  me  whether  I  was  acquainted 
with  Col.  Burr.  I  told  the  gentleman  in  reply,  that 
I  was  not  personally  acquainted  with  him,  but  his 
character  I  well  knew,  and  was  personally  acquainted 
with  some  of  his  connexions  in  the  eastern  states  ;  he 
then  inquired  how  I  liked  his  character,  in  answer  to 
which  I  observed,  that  his  talents,  intrepidity  and 
firmness  I  admired ;  after  a  little  desultory  conversa- 
tion, he  informed  me  that  Col.  Bun*  would  be  in  town 
in  a  few  days,  and  if  I  wished,  he  would  introduce 
me  to  him,  to  which  I  consented.  In  a  very  few 
days  Col.  Burr  arrived  in  town,  and  put  up  at  Mr. 
John  Smith's.  Some  short  time  after,  meeting  with 
the  same  friend,  he  mentioned  Col.  Burr's  arrival, 
and  that  he  was  to  spend  the  evening  at  a  certain 
place,  where  he  requested  me  to  attend.  I  accord- 
ingly attended,  was  introduced  to,  and  spent  the 
evening  in  company  with  Col.  Burr,  during  which 
the  conversation  turned  on  various  subjects,  and 
among  others,  that  of  the  great  number  of  persons, 
who,  as  Col.  Burr  said,  were  disaffected  towards  the 
present  government  of  the  United  States,  and  the  su- 
perior privileges  and  advantages  which  the  Eastern 
enjoyed  over  the  Western  states  ;  and  among  other 
things  he  remarked  that  the  situation  of  the  states  west 
of  the  Allegany  was  similar  to  the  situation  of  the  colo- 
nies at,  or  just  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the 
revolution.  That  our  government  wanted  energy, 
to  repel  the  aggressions  of  foreign  nations,  and  spi- 
rit to  support  our  own  national  character.  I  expressed 
a  coincidence  of  sentiment  with  Col.  Burr,  and  inti- 
mated a  knowledge  of  his  views  in  this  country,  though 
I  had  never  as  yet  learnt  his  object ;  I  was  anxious  to 
learn  the  names  of  some  of  the  leading  disaffected 
characters,  as  to  a  number  of  whom  he  satisfied  me 
on  my  inquiry.  This  was  the  first  time  I  had  ever 
seen  Col.  Burr,  and  my  anxiety  on  a  subject  which 
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so  materially  affected  our  government,  perhaps  led 
me  beyond  the  strict  bounds  of  propriety  in  mj  in- 
quiries; he  however  appeared  not  displeased,  and 
treated  the  subject  with  all  that  ease,  gracefulness, 
and  elegance  so  natural  to  his  character.  About 
eleven  o'clock  I  accompanied  him  to  his  lodgings  at 
Mr.  Smith's  ;  on  our  way,  or  during  the  evening, 
he  expressed  a  wish  that  I  should  accom  ny  him 
through  the  state  of  Kentucky,  and  to  the  falls  of 
Ohio,  whither  he  said  he  was  going,  and  that  he 
should  return  in  about  three  or  four  weeks  ;  I  inform- 
ed him,  that  my  engagements  were  such,  that  I 
could  not  leave  home,  and  parted  with  him  at  Mr. 
Smith's  door,  and  on  the  day  following,  he  left  Cin- 
cinnati. Sometime  in  the  month  of  November  fol- 
lowing, having  been  several  days  absent  from  Cincin- 
nati, on  my  return,  which  was  on  Sunday  evening,  the 
twenty-third  of  that  month,  (if  my  recollection  is 
correct,)  I  was  informed  that  Col.  Burr  was  either  in 
town,  or  had  left  it  that  day ;  I  called  on  the  friend 
who  had  first  introduced  me  to  Col.  Burr,  and  went 
with  him  to  Mr.  Smith's,  who  informed  us  that  Col. 
Burr  left  town  just  at  evening.  That  he  had  tak- 
en his  leave  of  him,  and  expected  he  would  not 
soon,  if  ever,  return.  We  then  entered  into  conver- 
sation relative  to  Col.  Burr,  his  object  and  prospect  of 
success.  Mr.  Smith  at  first  appeared  cautious  of  ex- 
pressing his  sentiments  or  communicating  his  know- 
ledge of  Col.  Burr's  views,  he  said  however  that  Col. 
Burr  had  disclosed  to  him  his  object,  which  he  had 
never  fully  done  before,  and  that  he  felt  satisfied 
therewith ; — which  he  said  was  in  the  first  place, 
should  a  war  take  place  between  the  United  States 
and  Spain,  to  head  a  corps  of  volunteers  and  march 
into  the  Mexican  provinces,  that  a  great  number  of 
enterprising  young  men  were  engaged  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  a  number  of  very  influential  characters  in 
different  parts  of  the  United  States.  But .  should 
peace  be  preserved  (which  he  did  not  expect,)  he 
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should  settle  his  Washita  lands,  and  make  society 
as  pleasant  about  him  as  possible.  I  expressed 
my  opinion  that  Col.  Burr  would  hardly  content 
himself  by  settling  those  lands,  after  the  great  pre- 
palpations  he  had  made,  and  the  vast  expenditures  he 
must  necessarily  have  incurred.  After  some  further 
conversation,  that  reserve,  so  visible  in  the  first  in- 
stance, seemed  to  wear  off,  and  Mr.  Smith  went  more 
fully  into  the  subject.  He  then  observed  that  Col. 
Burr's  first  object  was  Mexico.  That  he  would  be 
assisted  by    some   of  the  British  navy.     That  Mr. 

was  building  or  had  completed  a  frigate  in  one 

of  the  southern  states,  which  was  to  be  employed  in 
the  expedition.  That  the  person  had  been  into  this 
western  country,  but  had  now  returned,  and  that  the 
frigate  either  had  sailed  or  would  shortly  sail  for  the 
guiph.  And,  (I  think  he  mentioned)  that  he  B.  would 
also  be  assisted  by  some  of  the  navy  of  the  United 
States.  He  said  that  Col.  Burr's  preparations  on  the 
western  waters  were  very  extensive,  and  that  he 
would  descend  the  river  in  a  few  days ;  that  the  plan 
had  been  long  maturing,  and  expressed  a  full  confi- 
dence in  Burr's  success.  He  said  further  that  he  in- 
quired of  Col.  Burr,  whether  he  did  not  expect  to 
meet  with  obstructions  in  passing  one  of  the  posts  on 
the  river,  (I  think  fort  Adams) ;  that  Col.  Burr  told 
him,  he  apprehended  no  danger  on  that  score — if 
they  let  him  pass  without  opposition  he  should  not 
molest  them,  but  if  they  attempted  to  throw  any  ob- 
structions in  his  way,  he  should  land  and  demolish 
the  fort. 

He  said  that  Col.  Burr  wanted  the  gun  boats  he 
was  then  building,  but  on  telling  him  that  he  could 
not  let  them  go  without  first  making  an  offer  of  them 
to  the  United  States,  Col.  Burr  remarked,  that  it 
would  be  improper  for  him  to  be  guilty  of  a  breach  of 
confidence,  and  did  not  press  the  subject  further. 
But  Mr.  S.  said  he  had  not  been  well  treated  about  the 
boats  he  had  before  built,  and  when  he  went  to  Wash- 
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ington  he  should  make  an  offer  of  those  now  building, 
and  present  his  bills,  and  if  any  objections  were  made, 
which  he  thought  probable  would  be  the  case,  he 
should  not  press  them  upon  the  government,  but 
should  be  pretty  short  on  the  subject,  and  signified 
that  Col.  Burr  would  probably  have  them. — He  spoke 
highly  of  the  climate  and  soil  of  Mexico ;  expatiated 
on  the  present  situation  and  government  of  that  coun- 
try and  the  precaution  which  had  been  taken  to  pre- 
pare the  minds  of  the  people  for  a  revolution,  and 
observed  that  he  had  abandoned  the  idea  of  building 
a  large  brick  house  in  this  town,  which  he  had  con- 
templated doing  the  ensuing  summer,  as  he  thought 
he  should  remove  with  his  family  and  settle  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Col.  Burr.  He  said  that  his 
two  sons  were  going  down  to  New  Orleans  in  his 
boats,  within  a  few  days,  and  that  he  had  consented 
that  Col.  Burr  should  there  take  them  into  his  charge, 
he  having  assured  him  that  he  B.  would  provide  well 
for  them.  He  also  expressed  his  wishes  very  ardent- 
ly that  I  should  go  down  in  company  with  his  sons, 
observing  that  I  could  make  myself  independent  in 
point  of  property,  as  well  as  acquire  a  high  standing 
in  a  political  point  of  view,  and  that  I  could  if  1 
thought  proper  take  with  me  a  number  of  young 
men.  That  those  who  embarked  in  the  cause  at  that 
early  period  would  undoubtedly  succeed  well ;  and 
expressed  his  regret  that  his  engagements  were  such 
that  he  could  not  go  immediately  himself,  which  he 
said  he  would  do  if  the  situation  of  his  affairs  would 
permit.  I  informed  him  that  my  situation  and  en- 
gagements would  not  permit  me  to  go. 

Mr.  Smith  remarked,  during  the  conversation, 
that  he  believed  Col.  Burr's  object  honorable.  That 
he  was  a  gentleman  of  the  strictest  honor,  but  had 
been  shamefully  persecuted  under  our  government. 

Mr.  Smith  also  told  me  either  at  that  or  a  subse- 
quent time,  that  Col.  Burr,  while  in  town,  was  very 
anxious  to  have  seen  major  Ephraim  Kibby,  but  had 
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hot  an  opportunity.  Kibby  resides  about  thirty  miles 
from  this  place,  was  an  officer  in  Gen.  Wayne's  ar- 
my, and  his  circumstances  are  considerably  embar- 
rassed. 

The  substance  of  the  foregoing  I  immediately  com- 
municated to  Judge  Nimmo,  (who  has  ever  acted  as 
a  firm  friend  of  the  present  admininistration  of  the 
general  government,)  under  the  injunction  that  my 
name  should  not  be  divulged  without  my  approba- 
tion, which  injunction  has  been,  I  believe,  strictly  ad- 
hered tOi, 

How  far  my  conduct  on  this  occasion  may  stand 
justified  in  the  eyes  of  the  public,  I  know  not.  On  the 
one  side,  I  beheld  the  very  existence  of  our  govern- 
ment at  stake ;  on  the  other,  I  considered  that  the 
information  was  delivered  to  me  under  the  strictest 
injunctions  of  secrecy,  which  to  divulge  on  any  oc- 
casion less  pregnant  with  evil,  would  reflect  infamy 
and  disgrace  upon  my  character  and  my  honor.  Be- 
sides, Mr.  Smith's  standing  (at  that  time)  in  society, 
and  his  many  adherents  in  this  place  all  conspired 
to  prevent  my  appearing  openly  before  the  public, 
and  thus  balancing  between  honor  et  amor  patritf,  I 
concluded  to  give  the  information  to  a  person  in 
whom  I  could  confide,  that  it  might  be  communicated 
to  the  executive,  while  my  name  remained  a  secret. 
Whatever  the  public  may  think  on  the  subject,  I  feel 
conscious  of  having  discharged  a  duty  which  I  owed 
to  my  country  and  myself,  a  reflection  more  plea- 
sant than  the  applause  of  thousands. 

ELIAS  GLOVER. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2nd  Febru- 
<arv,  1807. 

MATTHEW  NIMMO, 

One  of  the  associate  judges  within  and  for  the 
county  of  Hamilton  and  state  of  Ohio, 
(February  2,  1S07.) 
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City  of  Richmond,  to  wit  : 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  this  3d  day  of  Septem- 
ber, in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seven,  personally 
appeared  before  me  the  subscriber,  mayor  of  the  city 
of  Richmond,  the  aforesaid  Elias  Glover,  who  being 
duly  sworn,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  foregoing 
deposition. 

Wm.  RICHARDSON,  Mayor. 


VII. 

Letter  from  the  accountant  of  the  Navy  De- 
partment, to  the  chairman  of  the  committee*. 

Navy  Department, 

Accountant's  Office,  December  4,  180T. 
Sir, 

IN  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  I 
have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  first,  That  Mr.  John 
Smith,  of  Ohio,  had  previous  to  November,  1806, 
built  for  the  United  States  two  gun  boats.  Mr. 
Smith  originally  contracted  to  build  the  two  boats,  ac- 
cording to  a  plan  by  which  Commodore  Preble  was 
to  have  two  gun  boats  built,  either  at  Boston  or  Port- 
land, and  for  which  he  was  to  be  allowed  the  same 
price,  that  those  built  under  the  direction  of  Com- 
modore Preble  should  cost ;  but  the  plan  was  after- 
wards changed,  and  thence  arose  a  difficulty  in  fixing 
a  proper  valuation. 

Secondly,  Mr.  Smith  had  engaged  to  build  two 
other  gun  boats  for  the  United  States,  which  were  de- 
livered subsequent  to  the  same  month  of  November, 
1806. 

I  am  with  great  respect, 
Sir, 

Your  most  obt.  servant, 

THOS.  TURNER. 

The  Honorable  J,  %.  Adams, 
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VIII. 
Washington  Boyd's  affidavit, 

Washington,  Dec.  5, 1807. 

I  DO  hereby  certify,  that  in  the  month  of  July  last, 
I  was  employed  by  the  attorney  general  of  the  United 
States,  to  go  to  the  western  country,  to  procure  evi- 
dence on  'the  part  of  the  United  "States  against  A. 
Burr  and  others. 

That  I  arrived  at  Marietta,  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  on 
the  19th  of  the  said  month  of  July.  That  on  the 
2 1st  of  the  said  month,  I  summoned  a  Mr.  Morris  B. 
Belknap,  who  consented  to  an  examination  on  oath 
before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  previous  to  his  being 
summoned,  on  which  said  examination  to  the  best 
of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  among  other  things,  he 
stated  the  following,  or  words  to  the  same  effect. 

That  not  many  days  previous  to  the  time  when 
Blennerhassett  and  Tyler  left  Blennerhassett's  island, 
he  the  said  Belknap  received  an  order  from  Burr  at 
Frankfort,  Kentucky,  drawn  by  Burr,  on  John  Smith, 
Senator  of  U.  S.  at  Cincinnati,-  for  five  hundred 
dollars,  which  order  was  paid. 

WASHINGTON  BOYD. 

District  of Columbia ,  Washington  county,  to  wit: 

This  fifth  day  of  December,  1807,  personally  ap- 
peared before  me  a  justice  of  the  peace,  in  and  for 
the  said  count}7,  Washington  Boyd,  and  made  oath 
on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  to  the 
truth  of  the  within  certificate. 

SAM.  H.  SMITH. 


IX. 

Jacob  Jackson's  affidavit. 

I  Jacob  Jackson,  late  a  second-  lieutenant  in  the 
regiment  of  artillerists,  do  testify  and  say,  that  the 
papers  herewith  delivered  by  me  to  the  committee 
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arc,  one  an  original  letter  directed  to  the  Honorable 
John  Smith,  Cincinnati,  and  the  other  an  order  for 
five  hundred  dollars,  directed  to  John  Smith,  esqr. 
Cincinnati,  both  delivered  to  me  on  the  sixth  day  of 
January  last,  by  Aaron  Burr.  I  do  also  testify,  that 
the  printed  deposition  in  the  volume  handed  to  me 
by  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  purporting  to  be 
signed  by  me,  is  correct  and  true. 

JACOB  JACKSON. 

Sworn  to,  this  5th  of  December,  1807,  before  me, 
JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS, 

Chairman  of  the  committee. 


X. 

Original  order  of  Aaron  Burr,  drawn  in  favor 
of  Jacob  Jackson,  upon  John  Smith. 

4  Jan.  1 807. 

AT  five  days  sight  pay  Jacob  Jackson,  esquire* 
five  hundred  dollars  and  charge  it  as  advised  to 

Your  ob.  st. 

A.  BURR, 

To  John  S*mith,  Esquire, 
Cincinnati. 


XI. 

Letter  of  advice  delivered  to  Jacob  Jackson, 
with  the  above  order. 

Fort  Pickering,  4  January,  1 807. 
Dear  Sir, 

MY  youns^   friend  Mr.  Jackson  has  an  order  on 
you  for  five  hundred  dollars,  which  though  drawn  at 
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five  days  sight,  I  intreat  you  to  pay  when  presented, 
for  he  must  not  be  detained. 

Your  friend  and  st. 

A  BURR. 

Hon.  John  Smith. 

(Superscribed) 

The  Hon.  John  Smith, 

Cinciimatk 
Jacob  Jackson,  Esquire. 


XII. 

For  Jacob  Jackson's   deposition — see  the  volume  of 
printed  evidence,  part  2,  page  78. 


XIII. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Smith  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States. 

Cincinnati,  Dec.  1 7,   1 806, 
Sir, 

LAST  night  at  a  late  hour  an  express  arrived 
from  governor  Tiffin,  ordering  another  detachment  of 
militia  to  be  called  out  and  stationed  at  and  near  this 
place,  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  all  suspicious 
boats  in  descending  the  river.  That  10  boats  were 
arrested  at  or  near  Marietta,  and  that  Tyler  and  Blen- 
nerhassett  had  fled  and  were  pursued.  The  dis- 
patches of  the  governor  were  accompanied  by  the 
copy  of  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  pressing 
the  utmost  vigilance  to  be  used  as  the  occasion  re- 

?uired.     Our   major   general   Gano,   and  brigadier 
indley  had  unsuccessfully  applied  to  major  Martin, 
military  storekeeper  at  Newport,  for  arms  and  am- 
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munition,  the  property  of  the  United  States.  Last, 
night  at  11  o'clock  adjutant  Stall  and  myself  with  a 
guard  crossed  the  river,  and  called  major  Martin  out 
of  bed.  We  showed  him  the  secretary  of  war's  com- 
munication and  also  the  governor's,  but  not  having 
an  order  from  the  war  department,  felt  some  appre- 
hension of  offending  the  government  in  taking  the 
liberty  we  asked.  I  offered  to  indemnify  him,  as  you 
may  see  by  the  inclosed  copy  of  the  receipt  I  gave 
him  when  he  delivered,  as  he  has  delivered,  all  that 
appears  necessary  to  furnish  the  detachment  at  pre- 
sent. I  have  therefore  taken  at  all  hazard  the  sole 
responsibility  upon  myself.  If  it  is  wrong  do  not 
censure  major  Martin.  He  feels  an  honest  fear  that 
he  has  done  wrong,  and  if  that,  sir,  should  be  your 
opinion,  I  pray  you  to  ascribe  it  to  his  patriotism  (for 
he  loves  his  country)  and  reward  the  man  (who  is 
worn  out  in  the  service  of  his  country  and  has  a  wife 
with  seven  children)  with  the  addition  at  least  of  200 
dollars  to  his  present  pay,  which  is  certainly  not 
sufficient  for  his  support.  The  people  here  are  zeal- 
ous to  support  the  laws  and  government  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  Should  any  thing  of  importance  transpire, 
I  shall  inform  by  mail. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
Your  most  obt.  servant, 

JOHN  SMITH. 

Thomas  Jefferson, 

P.  of  the  U.  States. 

Received,  December  the  16,  1806,  of  major 
Thomas  Martin,  military  storekeeper  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  post  of  Newport,  Kentucky  \  one  hun- 
dred muskets,  with  bayonets,  one  hundred  cartridge 
boxes,  two  hundred  flints,  one  cask  of  gun  powder, 
and  six  pigs  of  lead,  from  the  arsenal  and  magazine, 
the  property  of  the  United  States,  in  good  order,  for 
the  purpose  of  supplying  the  detachment  of  militia 


stationed  at  Cincinnati  and  Columbia,  pursuant  to 
the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  the  order  of  the  governor  of  the  state 
of  Ohio,  which  articles  being  the  property  of  the 
United  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  returned  to  the 

said  major  Martin  in  like  good  order  when  required. 
And  I  the  subscriber  do  bind  myself,  my  heirs, 
executors,  and  administrators,  in  the  penal  sum  of 
ten  thousand  dollars,  to  the  said  major  Thomas 
Martin,  his  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  to 
indemnify  and  make  good  to  the  said  Martin,  all 
damages  which  may  arise  to  him  the  said  Martin, 
his  heirs,  or  assigns,  in  consequence  of  delivering  up 
to  the  officers  of  the  said  detachment  of  militia,  as  the 
delivery  of  the  aforesaid  articles  are  for  the  express 
purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  laws  and  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  in  suppressing 'any  at- 
tempt to  commit  the  peace  of  the  said  United  States. 
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John  Smith's  affidavit,  6th  January,  1807. 

I  DO  certify,  that  on  the  4th  day  of  September, 
1806,  Col.  A.  Burr  sent  to  me  at  my  house  in  Cin- 
cinnati, a  penciled  note,  in  the  following  words,  to 
wit: 

Dear  Sir, 

*  Being  in  a  few  miles  of  you,  I  send  forward  a 
young  man  to.  know  if  you  have  a  room  and  a  bed 
for  me,  if  not,  tell  me  what  tavern  is  best. 

Yr  affectionate 

A.  BURR. 
4  Sep. 

I  told  the  young  man  in  reply,  that  Col.  Burr 
should  be  welcome  to  such  accommodations  as  my 

■  See  the  penciled  note  herewith. 
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house  afforded  for  a  few  days.  In  a  short  time  afterf 
Col.  Bun-  rode  to  the  door,  and  I  conducted  him  into 
my  house,  where  he  remained  some  days,  during* 
which  time  I  did  not  hear  him  utter  a  word  about  a 
separation  of  the  union,  or  the  invasion  of  Mexico,  nor 
did  I  hear  him  say  any  thing  about  his  project  other 
than  to  settle  a  large  tract  of  his  Washita  lands.  Some- 
time after  his  departure  from  Cincinnati,  I  wrote  him 
that  it  was  currently  reported,  and  by  many  believed, 
he  did  meditate  a  dismemberment  of  the  U.  States, 
and  I  frankly  represented  my  fears,  that  whatever 
his  project  might  be,  the  tranquillity  of  the  western 
country  would  be  interrupted,  and  that  he  moved  in 
such  mystery,  suspicion  would  attach  to  him,  and  I 
earnestly  solicited  a  disclosure  of  his  object.  His 
answer  is  contained  in  a  letter  herewith,  under  date 
the  26th  of  October  last.f  The  candor  discovered 
in  the  above  recited  letter  inspired  my  confidence, 
and  when  he  made  his  second  visit  to  Cincinnati,  in 
November  last,  he  disclosed  his  plan  fully  to  my 
view,  as  I  thought,  which  added  strength  to  my  confi- 
dence. He  being  about  to  take  his  leave  of  me,  ob- 
served— Mr.  Smith,  my  object  in  a  few  months  will 
be  disclosed  ;  you  will  not  find  it  dishonorable  or  ini- 
mical to  this  government.  I  feel  superior  to  the 
mean  artifices  which  are  ascribed  to  me  ;  caluminia- 
tors  I  do  not  notice,  for  as  fast  as  you  put  one  down, 
another  will  rise  up.  This  much  I  will  venture  to 
tell  you,  if  there  should  be  war  between  the  United 
States  and  Spain  I  shall  head  a  corps  of  volunteers,, 
and  be  the  first  to  march  into  the  Mexican  provinces ; 
if  peace  should  be  preserved,  which  I  do  not  expect, 
I  shall  settle  my  Washita  lands,  and  make  society  as 
pleasant  about  me  as  possible.  In  this  government  I 
have  been  persecuted,  shamefully  persecuted,  and  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  that  in  it  all  private  confidence  be- 
tween man  and  man,  seems  to  be  nearly  destroyed.  He 
shewed  me  a  deed  for  a  large  tract  of  land  on  Red  ri- 

f   Wbich  see. 
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ver,  and  said  if  I  would  consent  to  let  my  sons  go 
thither,  he  would  provide  well  for  them,  to  which  I 
gave  consent,  though  I  never  communicated  it  to  my 
e.dest  son  till  last  Saturday,  the  day  on  which  he  re- 
turned from  Marietta,  and  not  till  he  expressed  a  dis- 
inclination to  co-operate  with  Col.  Burr's  object  till 
he  knew  whether  it  was  hostile  to  the  government  of 
the  United  States  or  not.  Col.  Bun'  told  me  further, 
that  very  many  of  his  friends  in  different  parts  of 
the  United  States  would  remove  and  settle  with  him, 
and  that  he  would  be  the  best  neighbor  this  country 
ever  had,  and  repeated  that  his  object  was  not  hostile 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  or  dishonorable 
to  himself,  and  further  that  in  a  few  months  many  of 
his  enemies  would  be  proud  to  call  him  their  friend. 
I  solemnly  declare  that  I  never  purchased  directly  or 
indirectly  any  provisions  for  the  supply  of  Col.  Burr 
and  his  party,  though  application  was  made  to  me 
for  that  purpose,  which  I  declined.* 

(Signed,)  JOHN  SMITH. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  the  6th  January, 
1807. 

(Signed,)  MATTHEW  NIMMO, 

One  of  the  associate  judges,  within  and 
for  the  county  of  Hamilton  and  state  of 
Ohio. 

Cincinnati,  7  January,  1807.  I  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  deposition  of 
John  Smith,  taken  before  me  on  the  6th  instant 

MATTHEW  NIMMO. 

*  Burr  told  me  he  would  want  some  flour  and  pork  for 
the  use  of  his  first  settlers  on  the  Washita,  and  asked  me 
whether  I  could  furnish  him  with  any;  I  told  him,  that  I 
could  not. 

n 
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Letter  from  John  Smith  to  the  Secretary  of 

war,  14  Dec.  1806. 

*(No.  11.) 

Cincinnati,  Dec.  the  14M,  1806. 

Honorable  H.  Dearborn, 
Secretary  of  War, 
sir, 

THE  mail  brought  us  yesterday  the  President's 
proclamation  at  3  o'clock  p.m.  forbiding  the  citizens 
of  this  part  of  the  U.  States  from  aiding  and  abetting 
those  persons  supposed  to  be  concerned  in  a  military 
expedition  or  enterprise  against  the  dominions  of 
Spain ;  and  also  the  orders  of  governor  Tiffin,  for 
calling  out  a  number  of  the  militia,  to  be  placed  at 
two  or  more  points,  on  the  Ohio,  at  and  near  this 
place — Accordingly  in  conference  with  a  number  of 
the  militia  officers  resident  in  this  town  and  its  vicini- 
ty, last  evening,  we  have  agreed  to  place  at  Columbia, 
six  miles  from  hence,  and  in  this  town,  one  hundred 
men,  to  keep  guard  day  and  night  and  examine  every 
boat  which  may  descend  the  river,  in  due  compliance 
with  the  President's  requisition.  I  have  engaged  a 
house  here  and  another  at  Columbia  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  men,  at  5  dollars  per  week,  and  for 
their  fuel  one  dollar  per  day.  To-morrow  at  2  o'clock 
p.  m.  the  men  are  to  be  at  their  posts  and  I  shall  have 
them  regularly  supplied  with  provisions,  although  for 
this  I  have  not  your  wan-ant,  and  nothing  more  than 
the  request  of  the  principal  militia  officers  of  this  part 
of  the  state,  and  the  desire  I  have  to  aid  the  views  of 
the  government.  Heretofore,  I  must  confess,  that  I 
was  not  influenced  by  the  report  of  Col.  Burr's  being 

*  The  documents  numbered  are  papers  furnished  by  Mr. 
Smith,  and  the  numbers  are  referred  to  in  his  answer. 


27 

Concerned  in  any  project  calculated  or  designed  to 
commit  the  peace  of  the  U.  States ;  for  last  summer  j 
a  few  minutes  before  he  arrived  at  this  place,  he  sent 
on  a  young  man  with  a  penciled  note,  informing  me 
that  he  was  within  a  mile  or  two  of  the  town,  and 
would  be  glad  to  have  a  room  and  bed  under  my 
roof  a  few  days*     I  replied  that  he  should  be  as  well 
accommodated  as  possibly  my  situation  would  per- 
mit.    In   a  few  minutes  he  arrived,  tarried  a  few 
days,  and  went  over  to  Kentucky.    Some  weeks  ago 
he  returned  and  spent  a  few  days  at  a  public  house 
in  this  town.     He  declared  (on  my  asking  him  in  a 
pointed  manner  if  any  object  he  had  in  view  justified 
the  suspicions  which  prevailed  about  him)  that  his 
object  was  not  hostile  to  the  general  government  or 
any  individual  in  it,  that  he  had  two  objects  in  view. 
One  to  settle  a  tract  of  land  he  had  purchased  in 
Louisiana,  for  the  comfort  of  himself  and  his  friends, 
provided  peace   should  be  preserved  with   Spain, 
which  he  did  not  expect,  but  in  the  event  of  war  he 
intended  to  co-operate  with  the  army  of  the  U.  States 
and  would  head  a  corps  of  volunteers  and  be  the  first 
to  enter  the  interior  of  Mexico.     This  he  told  me 
"with    such  apparent  candor    that  I  entertained  no 
doubt  of  him.     A  few  days  ago  I  saw  him  in  Frank- 
fort, (K.)  but  had  no  time  or  chance  to  converse  with 
him.     From  the  proclamation  of  the  President,  I  am 
induced  to  believe  that  he  is  possessed  of  much  more 
information  than  has  come  under  my  notice,  and 
therefore  the  utmost  attention  will  be  paid  to  it,  as 
the  people  here  are  universally  (almost)  well  disposed 
to  the  government.     The  requisitions  for  army  sup- 
plies have  been  so  great  on  me  latterly  that   I  can 
scarcely  tell  you  when  I  shall  be  at  Washington.     I 
hope  however  to  be  there  by  the  15th  or  20th  of 
next  month,  and  before  any  Very  important  business 
will  be  acted  on  in  the  Senate.     In  a  few  months  of 
the  fall,  and  latter  part  of  the  summer,  I  have  sent  off" 
to  the  army,  more  than  1500  bbls.  flour,  10,000  gal- 


28 

Ions  whisky,  4,000  gallons  vinegar,  besides  beef, 
pork,  and  other  contract  articles,  so  that  my  supplies 
are  in  a  much  better  state  of  forwardness  than  ever 
at  this  season.  I  have  been  obliged  to  draw  heavily 
on  Hodgdon  and  Harris ;  whenever  you  may  find  it 
proper  from  the  abstracts  of  provisions  returned  to 
your  department,  I  will  thank  you  to  advance  ihem  a 
few  thousand  dollars. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Sir,  with  due  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  SMITH. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the 
original  on  file  in  the  wrar  office. 

H.  DEARBORN. 
War  Department, 
December  llt/i,  1807. 


XVI. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  John  Smith  to  the 
secretary  of  the  navy>  15  Dec,  1806. 

(No.  26.) 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  John  Smith,  Esq.  dated  Cm- 
cmnatl,  Deer.  15,  1806,  to  the  secretary  of  the 
navy. 

"  THE  militia  are  called  out  to  take  their  stand 
at  different  points  on  the  Ohio,  in  order  to  suppress 
any  attempt  that  may  be  made  to  transport  arms  and 
military  stores  in  any  sort  of  vessel  down  the  river. 
This  measure  is  predicated  on  the  proclamation  of  the 
President  of  the  U.  States,  or,  on  an  order  of  the 
governor  of  this  state,  (both  of  which  reached  us  by 
yesterday's  mail,)  under  a  conviction  that  the  inva- 
sion of  Mexico  is  intended  by  a  number  of  persons 
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resident  in  this  country. — For  further  particulars  al- 
low me  to  refer  you  to  my  letter  to  the  secry.  of  war, 
transmitted  by  this  mail." 


XVII. 

Deposition  of  Major  Martin. 

(No.  13.) 

Newport,  Keny.  Oct.  26t/i,  1807. 

I  DO  certify  that  John  Smith  esq.  Senator  in 
Congress  from  the  state  of  Ohio,  waited  on  me  the 
16th  day  of  December,  1806,  with  Doct.  Stall,  Mr. 
Totten,  and  several  others,  in  order  for  me  to  sup- 
ply them  with  arms  and  ammunition  to  repel  Col. 
Burr's  force  which  were  hourly  expected  down  the 
river.  But  as  I  had  not  any  order  from  the  secreta- 
ry of  war,  for  the  delivery  of  arms,  &c.  did  positive- 
ly refuse.  Mr.  Smith,  I  found,  seemed  very  much 
hurt,  when  I  told  him  that  I  should  make  myself 
liable  with  the  secretary  of  war,  if  such  delivery  were 
made  ;  he  then  informed  me  that  he  would  indemni- 
fy me  for  whatever  arms,  &c.  that  I  should  let  him 
have,  saying  that  he  would  give  his  obligation  for 
ten  thousand  dollars,  for  my  security,  to  which  I 
agreed  ;  the  bond  he  immediately  wrote,  which  I 
have  now  in  my  possession,  the  arms  were  directly 
issued  and  taken  over  the  river  the  same  night. 

Previous  to  Mr.  Smith's  waiting  on  me  for  arms, 
Genls.  Gano  and  Finley  was  with  me  to  supply  them 
with  arms,  but  did  refuse  ;  indeed  I  was  made  un- 
happy after  I  had  delivered  the  arms  to  Mr.  Smith, 
but  his  shewing  me  the  President's  proclamation,  in 
a  great  measure  relieved  my  mind. 

Given  under  my  hand  the  day  and  date  above. 

THOMAS  MARTIN  M.  S.  K. 
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The  State  of  Ohio,") 
Hamilton  County.  3  .* 

Before  me  John  Mahard,  a  justice  of  the  peace 
in  and  for  the  said  county,  personally  appeared  Tho- 
mas Martin,  military  store  keeper,  who  being  duly 
sworn  according  to  law,  deposeth  and  saith  that  the 
foregoing  certificate  is  just  and  true.  Sworn  and 
subrcribed  before  me  the  30th  day  of  October.  A.  D- 
1807. 

JOHN  MAHARD. 

THO.  MARTIN,  M,  S.  K, 


XVIII. 

Deposition  of  Jo$.  G.  Totteti, 

(No.  17.) 

Cincinnati,  Nov.  5th,  1807*. 

THE  evening  of  the  16th  December,  1806,  I 
was  in  company  with  Mr.  John  Smith,  at  Gen.  James 
Findlay's,  in  Cincinnati.  The  conversation  was  de- 
sultory, until  it  was  mentioned  that  Major  Martin,  the 
military  storekeeper  at  New  Port,  had  refused  to  fur- 
nish arms  and  ammunition  for  the  militia  on  duty  in 
town,  not  having  orders  to  that  effect  from  the  se- 
cretary of  war ;  Gen.  Findlay  urged  the  necessity 
of  procuring  them  by  some  means  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble. Mr.  Smith  told  him,  he  would  go  to  Major 
Martin  the  next  morning,  and  use  his  influence  in 
obtaining  them  ;  Gen.  Findlay,  again  urged  the  ne- 
cessity of  a  speedy  supply,  and  Mr.  S.  told  him,  he 
would  go  over  that  night  and  procure  them,  if  pos- 
sible :  accordingly  a  boat  was  manned,  and  as  I  was 
invited  by  Mr.  Smith,  I  attended  with  a  Doct.  Stall ; 
it  was,  if  my  memory  truly  serves  me,  between  10  and 
11  o'clock.  We  found  the  major  resqlute  in  refusing 
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the  arms,  he.  on  the  plea  of  duty  ;  he  had  no  orders 
from  his  superiors  tor  such  delivery,  and  by  comply- 
ing with  his  [Mr.  Smith's]  request,  and  his  own  in- 
clination (which  he  assured  him  was  in  direct  opposi-^ 
tion  to  his  sense  of  duty,)  he  would  expose  himself 
not  only  to  the  danger  of  losing  his  appointment,  but 
also  to  the  unpleasant  reflection,  of  having  acted  in- 
congruous with  the  orders  of  the  secry.  of  war  ;  this, 
as  well  as  I  can  recollect,  corresponds  in  meaning  with 
his  words  ;  ior  could  the  objections  be  removed  from 
his  mind  but  by  Mr.  Smith's  declaring  it  as  his  opi- 
nion, that  in  cases  of  emergency,  when  orders  could 
not  emanate  from  the  commander  in  chief  in  time 
to  arrest  an  impending  blow,  they  may  issue  from 
inferior  sources,  and  that  he  would  for  the  safety  of 
Major  Martin,  give  him  security  in  10,000  dollars. 
With  much  reiuctance,  the  major  at  last  consented 
to  deliver  him  one  hundred  muskets  writh  bayonets, 
an  equal  number  of  cartridge  boxes,  one  cask  of 
powder,  some  lead,  flints,  &c.  &c.  The  original  re- 
ceipt was  drawn  up,  signed  by  Mr.  Smith,  and  wit- 
nessed by  myself  and  another.  Those  articles  were 
taken  to  Cincinnati,  and  deposited  in  Mr.  Smith's 
store,  where  they  remained  until  the  following  day. 
It  was  near  four  o'clock  when  we  returned  to  Cin- 
cinnati. I  must  here  observe,  that  while  in  the  boat, 
passing  from  Cincinnati  to  the  garrison  in  New 
Port,  Mr.  Smith  said  he  had  never  believed  Col. 
Burr  to  be  engaged  in  hostility  to  the  U.  States, 
until  he  saw  the  proclamation  of  the  President ;  until 
then,  he  believed,  as  we  had  been  in  expectation  of  a 
war  with  Spain,  that  if  Col.  Burr  was  engaged  in  any 
enterprise  it  was  under  the  protection,  and  with  the 
advice  of  our  government,  or  words  which  impress- 
ed me  with  this  meaning. 

JOS.  G.  TOTTEN. 
The  state  of  Ohio, 


Hamilton  County. 


ss. 


Before  me,  John  Mahard,  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
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in  and  for  the  said  county,  personally  appeared  Jo- 
seph G.  Totten,  who  being  duly  sworn  according  to 
law,  deposeth  and  saith  that  the"  foregoing  writing  is 
just  and  true. 

JOS.  G.  TOTTEN. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  the  5th  day 
of  November,  A.  D.  1807. 

JOHN  MAHARD. 


XIX. 

J.  Smith's  letter  to  A.  Burr,  23d  Oct.  1806, 
sent  by  Peter  Taylor. 

(No.  21.) 

Cincinnati,  Oct.  23d,  1 807. 
Dear  Sir, 

HAVING  an  opportunity  of  writing  a  line  by 
one  of  Blannerhassett's  domesticks,  I  beg  leave  to 
inform  you  that  we  have  in  this  quarter  various  re- 
ports prejudicial  to  your  character. 

It  is  believed  by  many,  that  your  design  is  to 
dismember  the  Union. — Although,  I  do  not  believe 
that  you  have  any  such  design,  yet  I  must  confess 
from  the  mystery  and  rapidity  of  your  movements, 
that  I  have  fears,  let  your  object  be  what  it  may,  that 
the  tranquillity  of  the  country  will  be  interrupted,  un- 
less it  be  candidly  disclosed,  which  I  solicit,  and  to 
which  I  presume  you  will  have  no  objection. 

I  am  dear  sir, 

Your  most  ob.  servt. 

JOHN  SMITH. 

Col.  Burr. 


S3 
XX. 

A.  Burr's  answer  to  Jno.  Smith,  26  Oct.  1806. 

Lexington,  26  Oct.  1806. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  WAS  greatly  surprised  and  really  hurt  by  the 
unusual  tenor  of  your  letter  of  the  23d,  and  I  hasten 
to  reply  to  it  as  well  for  your  satisfaction  as  my  own. 
If  there  exists  any  design  to  separate  the  western 
from  the  eastern  states,  I  am  totally  ignorant  of  it — 
I  never  harbored  or  expressed  any  such  intention  to 
any  one,  nor  did  any  person  ever  intimate  such  de- 
sign to  me.  Indeed  I  have  no  conception  of  any  mode 
in  which  such  a  measure  could  be  promoted,  except 
by  operating  on  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  de- 
monstrating it  to  be  their  interest.  I  have  never 
written  or  published  a  line  on  this  subject,  nor  ever 
expressed  any  other  sentiments  than  those  which  you 
may  have  heard  from  me  in  public  companies,  at 
Washington  and  elsewhere,  and  in  which  I  think  you 
concurred.*  It  is  a  question  on  which  I  feel  no  in- 
terest, and  certainly  I  never  sought  a  conversation 
upon  it  with  any  one  ;  but  even  if  I  had  written  and 
talked  ever  so  much  of  the  matter,  it  could  not  be 
deemed  criminal. 

But  the  idea,  as  I  am  told,  which  some  malevolent 
persons  circulate  is,  that  a  separation  is  to  be  effect- 
ed by  force  ;  this  appears  to  me  to  be  as  absurd  and 
as  unworthy  of  contradiction,  as  if  I  had  been 
charged  with  a  design  to  change  the  planetary  sys- 
tem. All  the  armies  of  France  could  not  effect  such 
a  purpose,  because  they  could  not  get  here,  and  if 
they  could  get  here,  they  could  not  subsist,  and  if 
they  could  subsist,  they  would  certainly  be  de- 
stroyed. 

I  have  no  political  views  whatever,  those  which  I 
entertained  some  months  ago,  and  which  were  com- 
municated to  you,  have  been  abandoned.! 

-  E 
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naving  bought  of  Col.  Lynch,  four  hundred 
thousand  acres  of  land  on  the  Washita,  I  propose  to 
send  thither  this  fall,  a  number  of  settlers ;  as  many 
as  will  go  and  labor  a  certain  time,  to  be  paid  in  Lnd, 
and  found  in  provisions  for  the  time  they  labor,  per- 
haps one  year.  Mr.  J.  Breckinridge,  Adair,  and 
Fowler,  have  separately  told  me  that  it  was  the  strong 
desire  of  the  administration  that  American  settlers 
should  go  into  that  quarter,  and  that  I  could  not  do  a 
thing  more  grateful  to  the  government.  I  have  some 
other  views  which  are  personal  merely,  and  which  I 
shall  have  no  objection  to  state  to  you  personally 
but  which  I  do  not  deem  it  nece  sary  to  publish  ; 
if  these  projects  could  an;/  way  aftect  the  interests  of 
the  U.  S.  it  would  be  beneficially,  yet  I  acknowledge 
that  no  public  considerations  have  led  me  to  this 
speculation,  but  merely  the  interest  and  comfort  of 
my  self  and  my  friends. 

This  is  the  first  letter  of  explanation  which  I  have 
ever  written  to  any  man,  and  will  probably  be  the 
last.  It  was  perhaps  due  to  the  frankness  of  your 
character,  and  to  the  friendship  you  once  bore  me. 
I  shall  regret  to  see  that  a  friendship  I  so  greatly ' 
valued  must  be  sacrificed  on  the  altars  of  calumny. 

Be  assured  that  no  changes  on  your  part  can  ever 
alter  my  desire  of  being  useful  to  you,  and  I  pray 
you  to  accept  my  warmest  wishes  for  your  happiness. 

A.  BURR. 

It  may  be  an  unnecessary  caution,  but  I  never 
write  for  publication. 
Hon.  John  Smith. 

Notes  in  the  hand  writing  of  Mr.  Smith. 

*  J.  Smith  has  heard  Col.  Burr  and  others  say  that  in 
fifty  or  an  hundred  years  the  territory  of  the  U.  S.  would 
compose  two  distinct  governments. 

t  J-  smith  presumes  that  Mr.  Burr  refers  to  an  invita- 
tion to  settle  in  Tennessee,  of  which  he  heard  him 
speak. 
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XXI. 

William  McFarlancVs  affidavit. 

State  of  Virginia, 
City  of  Richmond,  &c. 

William  McFarland,  citizen  of  the  state 
of  Ohio,  &c.  being  duty  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith, 
that  previous  to  seeing  Col.  Burr  in  court,  in  the  city 
of  Richmond — The  deponent  hath  seen  said  Burr 
in  the  state  of  Ohio,  three  times,  viz.    first  as  he  de- 
scended the  Ohio  river,  as  is  supposed  in  the  year 
1S04  or  5.  Several  persons  in  company  with  this  de- 
ponent, hearing  that  Col.  Burr  lay  at  the  shore  op- 
posite Cinncinati,  through  curiosity  went  to  the  river, 
where  Col.  Bun*  walked  on  the  covering  of  his  boat, 
and  I  by  invitation  stepped  up  to  where  he  was  ;  but 
no  person  being  present  to  introduce  me,  the  conse- 
quence was,  that  in  the  space  of  a  minute  or  two  I 
retired,  and  saw  no  more  of  him  until  the  summer 
or   fall  of   1806 — that  I   received  an  invitation  to 
spend  the  evening  at  the   house  of  John  Smith, 
which    I  accepted,  at   which   place    a  large  num- 
ber of  gentlemen  were  present,  among  whom  was 
Col.  Burr,  to  whom  this  deponent  was  introduced. 
I  spent  the  evening,   but  to  my  recollection  no 
political  subject  was  mentioned ;  on  leaving  the  room, 
I  gave  Col.  Burr  an  invitation  to  spend  an  evening  at 
my  house,  which  he  accepted  :  during  that  evening,  I 
am  not  able  to  give  a  detail  regularly  of  the  conversa- 
tion that  took  place,  as  I  frequently  was  for  a  small 
space  of  time  absent  from  the  room,  and  his  conversa- 
tion was  most  generally  directed  to  a  gentleman  that 
I  had  also  invited  to  pass  the  evening  at  my  house — 
But  as  far  as  my  recollection  serves  me,  a  number  of 
political  subjects  was  touched  at,  such  as  the  local 
situation  of  the  east  and  west  sides  of  the  Allegany 
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mountains ;  and  something  as  to  our  foreign  rela- 
tions, the  prosperous  state  of  the  country  generally ; 
something  as  to  a  number  of  citizens  that  was  dissa- 
tisfied with  our  government. 

Wm.  McFARLAND. 

City  of  Richmond,  to  wit  : 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  the  third  day  of 
September,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  seven, 
personally  appeared  before  me,  the  subscriber,  may- 
or of  the  city  of  Richmond,  the  aforesaid  William 
McFarland,  who  being  duly  sworn,  made  oath  to 
the  truth  of  the  foregoing  deposition. 

Given  under  my  hand,  this  3d  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1807. 

Wm.  RICHARDSON,  Mayor. 

XXI  I. 

John  S.  Gano's  affidavit,  Sep.  5,  1807. 

1  HAVE  seen  Col.  Burr  in  Cincinnati  several 
times  since  the  year  1805,  though  never  spoke  to 
him  but  once  while  there,  and  then  he  called  at 
my  house  in  company  with  Mr.  John  Smith.  There 
"was  several  ladies  and  gentlemen  in  the  room 
when  he  entered,  and  during  his  stay,  which  was 
about  half  an  hour,  he  passed  some  general  observa- 
tions, saying  this  was  a  fine  country,  but  I  assure  you 
there  never  was  one  word  spoke  or  wrote  to  me  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  on  the  subject  of  his  expedition 
or  business  in  that  country,  neither  had  I  any  com- 
munication with  any  person  concerned,  to  my  know- 
ledge. In  Dec.  1806,  I  received  orders  from  Gov. 
Tiffin  to  call  out  120  militia  and  station  them  at  dif- 
ferent points  on  the  Ohio  river,  so  as  to  bring  too  and 
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examine  all  boats  descending,  and  to  give  notice  to 
the  governor's  commissioned  agent,  if  any  appeared 
armed  and  equipped  in  a  hostile  manner,  that  a  war- 
rant might  issue  to  justify  a  seizure  and  detention, 
I  ordered  out  the  command  immediately  and  paid 
particular  attention  myself  to  issuing  all  orders,  vi- 
siting the  posts,  &.C.  and  amongst  a  number  of  boats 
that  I  examined  Mrs.  Blennerhassett  was  on  board  of 
one,  which  was  particularly  examined  by  Judge  Nim- 
mo,  the  governor's  confidential  agent,  who  reported 
to  me  there  was  nothing  on  board  sufficient  to  justify 
a  detention,  and  Judge  Nimmo  gave  a  passport  ac- 
cordingly. 

I  must  observe  that  on  receiving  the  governor's 
orders,  Gen.  Findlay,  Judge  Nimmo,  and  myself, 
called  on  Mr.  John  Smith,  to  know  if  he  would  fur- 
nish provision  for  the  troops  I  had  ordered  out, 
which  he  readily  consented  to,  and  observed  if  he 
could  be  of  any  service  in  procuring  quarters,  arms, 
ammunition,  or  could  render  any  assistance,  he 
would  cheerfully  do  it.  We  observed  we  were  very 
happy  to  find  him  so  patriotic ;  he  answered  he 
would  do  every  thing  in  his  power  for  the  service  of 
his  country.  We  then  inquired  if  he  was  acquainted 
with  Burr's  designs  and  mysterious  movements  in  the 
western  country ;  he  said  he  had  endeavored  to  find 
out,  but  could  not,  further  than  they  were  honorable, 
and  would  be  approved  by  the  United  States.  That 
he  was  going  to  settle  his  Washita  lands,  and  would, 
if  a  war  should  take  place  between  Spain  and  the 
United  States,  be  ready  to  embark  in  it,  and  that  ma- 
ny who  are  now  his  enemies  would  then  be  glad  to 
call  him  their  friend.  I  also  was  present  when  John 
and  Ambrose  D.  Smith  were  sworn  by  Judp-e  Nim- 
mo, to  answer  interrogatories  on  that  subject ;  the 
judge  also  requested  me  to  put  such  questions  as  I 
thought  proper,  which  I  did,  and  from  the  answers 
it  appeared  he  was  in  no  way  concerned  with  Burr. 

His  books  was  examined  as  to  his  shipments  of 


provisions,  (as  it  was  the  opinion  he  had  furnished  a 
quantity  to  Burr)  he  solicited  an  investigation  and 
judge  Nimmo  and  all  pressent  expressed  themselves 
to  be  fully  satisfied  that  the  charge  was  unfounded 
from  vouchers  in  Smith's  possession. 

The  foregoing  contains  a  statement  of  all  I  know 
of  either  Burr  or  Smith,  as  to  the  charges  now  al- 
leged against  them  by  government.  I  do  assure 
you  if  I  knew  any  design  against  the  government  I 
would  most  cheerfully  oppose  and  expose  it. 

JOHN  S.  GANO. 

Commonxvealth  of  Virginia,  City  of  Richmond,  ss. 

John  S.  Gano,  the  above  named,  personally  ap- 
peared before  me,  and  swore  to  the  above  and  fore- 
going as  being  the  truth.  Given  under  my  hand 
this  5th  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1807. 

Wm.  RICHARDSON,  Mayor. 


XXIII. 
JohnS.  Gano's  affidavit,  Sep.  16,  1806. 

United  States,)  tv  .  .  .    nir     •  •     CJ 
(  '  /  District  of  Virginia,  &c. 

*f "  (  City  of  Richmond,  sc. 

John  Smith.      ) 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Edward  Carring- 
ton,  a  magistrate  for  said  city,  John  S.  Gano,  of 
Cincinnati,  state  of  Ohio,  and  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
poseth  and  saith,  that  he  knows  John  Smith  of  the 
same  place,  that  is  said  to  be  indicted  for  treason  and 
high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  in  the  circuit  court 
aforesaid,  and  that  he  believes  he  saw  him  the  said 
John  Smith  at  Cincinnati,  on  the  11th,  12th,  and 
13th  of  December,  1806,  that  he  conversed  with  him 
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at  Cincinnati  on  the  13th,  in  presence  of  Gen.  James 
Findley  and  Matthew  Niemo,  and  he  appeared  as 
much  engaged  to  serve  the  public  in  destroying  any 
operation  of  conspirators,  or  others,  against  the  go- 
vernment, as  any  man  could  do,  for  he  offered  to  do 
everything  in  his  power  to  assist  in  carrying  the 
governor's  orders  into  execution,  and  did  actually 
furnish  the  militia  that  was  on  that  duty  with  pro- 
visions, and  became  responsible  for  the  rent  of  bar- 
racks, &c.  Sworn  and  subscribed  to,  this  16th  day 
©f  September,  1807. 

E.  CARRINGTON. 


XXIV. 

Letter  from  Gen,  Wilkinson  to  John  Smith, 
Sep.  19,  1806. 

(Furnished  by  Mr.  Smith.) 

Rapids  of  Red  River,  Sept.  19th,  1806. 

}Ay  Dear  Sir, 

THE  uncertainty  of  my  information  and  of  the 
measures  to  be  adopted,  prevented  my  writing  you 
from  the  Mississippi  territory ,  and  now  being  still 
I  gnorant  of  the  tenor  of  your  contract  for  Natchitoches, 
I  am  still  at  a  loss  to  know  whether  this  letter  may  be 
the  vehicle  of  good  or  bad  news.  My  orders,  and 
the  conduct  of  the  Mexicans,  are  so  much  at  variance, 
and  the  Spanish  commander  at  the  head  of  1500  or 
1800  men,  has  treated  the  strong  remonstrances  of 
Gov.  Claiborne  and  Col.  Cushing  with  such  slight, 
after  having  traversed  the  territory  east  of  the  Sabine, 
where  he  has  taken  his  permanent  post,  and  menaced 
our  establishment  at  Natchitoches,  that  I  foresee  an 
inevitable  appeal  to  arms   in  the  course  of  twelve 


40 

days,  if  the  Spaniards  should  not  recede  or  I  receive 
counter  orders.  And  as  Governor  Herrera  is  an  of- 
ficer who  has  risen  by  his  sword,  and  is  reputed  a 
man  of  great  pride  and  spirit,  I  think  it  probable  he 
will  adhere  to  his  solemn  promise  to  maintain  and  de- 
fend his  master's  territorial  pretensions  to  a  point 
within  seven  miles  of  our  post,  and  fifty  east  of  the 
Sabine. 

Under  these  circumstances,  but  with  a  solemn  de- 
termination to  drain  the  cup  of  conciliation  before  I 
draw  the  sword,  I  have  called  for  about  700  militia, 
which  is  the  sum  total  I  am  to  expect  from  this  and 
the  Mississippi  territories,  to  be  assembled  at  Nat- 
chitoches, the  first  proximo,  which  will  increase  your 
daily  issues  to  about  1400  rations  ;  the  last  monthly 
abstract  for  the  regular  troops  alone,  (which  are  in- 
creasing,) being  upwards  of  13,000. — You  have  un- 
der cover  a  return  of  your  provisions  on  hand  some 
time  since,  from  which  deduct  for  the  issues  at  Nat- 
chitoches 26,000  rations,  and  you  will  have  our  pre- 
sent stock  at  Fort  Adams,  and  on  this  river,  which 
does  not  give  us  more  than  two  months  and  one  half, 
allowing  for  waste,  wear  and  tear.  I  shall  therefore 
require  your  agent  at  Fort  Adams,  to  send  forward 
by  a  detachment  of  troops,  to  ascend  in  a  few  days, 
the  flour  at  that  post,  excepting  a  small  deposit ;  and 
to  be  prepared  to  add  300  barrels  to  the  quantity  now 
at  N.  Orleans  or  Natches,  pending  the  month  of  No-% 
vember — This  last  arrangement  is  preparatory  to 
the  extension  of  our  operations  which  will  infallibly 
ensue  in  case  of  hostilities,  and  should  peace  be  con- 
tinued, the  Spanish  army  will  take  your  surplus  at 
twenty  dollars  per  barrel ;  flour  in  N.  Orleans  is  at 
S  5  50,  meat  we  shall  be  able  to  provide  on  the 
hoof  at  a  reasonable  rate,  and  I  shall  attend  to,  and 
aid  you  in  that  particular  as  far  as  may  be  necessary 
and  proper. 

It  is  not  improbable   hostilities  at  this    point 
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will  be  instantly  followed  by  an  appeal  to  arms  in 
West  Florida,  which  will  increase  your  dail}  issues 
Id  0  more,  and  therefore  you  should  have  an  eye  to 
that  quarter.  I  will  write  you  again  in  about  ten 
days,  when  I  fear  you  will  be  informed  blood  has 
been  spilt.  I  have  two  Spanish  governors  opposed 
to  me,  Herrera  and  Cordera,  of  the  kingdom  of  New 
Leon  and  Texhas,  of  whom,  and  their  2000  men,  I 
shall  with  less  1200  give  you  a  good  account,  for  the 
consolation  of  my  vile  and  infamous  calumniators. 

Farewell !  and  may  the  Almighty  bless  and  pre- 
serve you  for  your  friend, 

JA :  WILKINSON. 

The  Honbl.  John  Smith. 

(A  Copy.) 


XXV. 

Letter  from  Gen.  Wilkinson,  to  John  Smithy 
September  28th,  1806. 

(Furnished  by  Mr.  Smith.) 

Natchitoches,  September,  28th,  1806.. 
MY^DEAR  FRIEND, 

I  have  just  received  at  this  place,  your  letter 
of  the  August.    Mine  to  you,  about  the  19th 

instant,  will  shew  you  what  a  game  I  have  before  me, 
and  will  doubtless  excite  the  strongest  interests  of 
your  breast.  I  arrived  here  the  22nd  inst.  and  found 
a  deficiency  of  every  thing  essential  to  a  military- 
movement  ;  I  am  put  to  my  wits  end,  and  am  oblig- 
ed to  resort* to  shifts  and  expedients,  the  result  of 
oeconomy  and  improvidence,  which  would  disgrace 
us  if  known,  and  therefore  must  be  concealed.  ' 

I  have  made  the  last  effort  at  conciliation  in  a  so- 
lemn appeal  to  governor  Cordero  at  Nacagdoches, 
who  is  chief  in  command  on  this  frontier;    CoL 
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Cushing  bore  my  letter,  and  is  now  with  the  Don. 
I  expect  his  return  in  four  days,  and  then — I  believe 
my  friend  I  shall  be  obliged  to  fight  and  flog  them, 
for  I  shall  advance  into  the  controverted  tract  the 
moment  I  have  provided  horses  for  four  light  pieces 
of  artillery,  our  camp  equipage,  and  a  little  provi- 
sions.   The  order  of  the  Spaniards  are   I  know  pe- 
remptory to  maintain  the  jurisdiction  of  that  ground 
to  dieir  sovereign ;  of  consequence,  they  must  make  an 
attempt  to  oppose  me ;  and  I  shall  as  assuredly  push 
them  over  the  Sabine  and  out  of  Nacagdoches  as  that 
you  are  alive,  altho'  they  out  number  me  three  to  one. 
What  may  follow  I  know,  for  I  verily  believe  prepara- 
tions have  been  in  the  interior  of  the  provinces  to 
bring  forward  to  this  frontier,  as  many  men  as  they 
may  deem  necessary,  and  commanding  as  they   do 
one  thousand  or  one  million  of  mules  and  horses  at 
their  will,  with  a  country  covered  with  beef  cattle, 
no  difficulties  can  present  on  the  score  of  provisions. 
If  therefore  this  business  should  not  be  speedily  ter- 
minated by  negotiation,  you  must  speedily  send  me 
a  force  to  support  our  pretensions,  or  we  must  yield 
them  up  together  with  the  territory  of  Orleans — 
5000  mounted  infantry  to  operate  as  dragoons  or 
fight  on  foot  may  suffice  to  carry  us  forward  as  far 
Grand  river,  there  we  shall  require   5000  more   to 
conduct  us  to  Mont  El  Ray,  the  capital  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Neuvo  Reyno  de  Leon,  after  which  from 
20  to  30,000  will  be  necessary  to  carry  our  con- 
quests to   California  and  the   isthmus   of    Darien. 
You  have  under  cover  a  return  of  your  provisions 
here  and  ordered  for  Fort  Adams,  besides  which,  I 
have   directed  Patton  &  co.  to  have  300  barrels  of 
flour  here,  by  the  10th  of  Nov.    Ou£  issues  will  be 
1200  pr.  day  next  week,  and  should  the   Spaniards 
reinforce  and  make  an  unexpected  stand,  those  is- 
sues may  soon  be  doubled. 

You  should  therefore  keep  your  eyes  attentively 
this  way.  Beef  will  be  inexhaustible  at  S  3  pr.  hun- 
dred,    I  know  not  the  terms  of  your  present  con* 
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tract,  but  you  ought  to  make  money  on  the  last — v 
Your  agent  may  be  a  good  man,  but  he  wants  mind 
and  resource  for  operations  on  a  large  scale.  You 
should  reappoint  Shamburgh,  he  left  your  service 
because  of  a  quarrel  he  had  with  Porter,  on  account 
of  it — you  may  rely  on  my  dispositions  to  serve. 
In  consequence  of  the  enclosed  I  shall  purchase  and 
prepare  transport  for  the  provisions,  leaving  the  is- 
sues to  your  agent  and  forwarding  their  abstracts. 
You  will  of  course  be  charged  with  the  transport. 

I  write  in  haste   freely  and  confidentially,  being 
ever 

Your  friend, 

J.Wn, 
The  Honorable  J  n  .  Smith. 
(A  copy.) 


XXVI. 

Letter  from  John  Smith  to  Mr,  Jefferson^ 
April  6,  1807. 

(No.  28.) 

Cincinnati,  April  6,  1807> 
Sir, 

SINCE  my  last  I  called  on  Elias  Glover  for 
a  copy  of  the  deposition  lately  transmited  to  you ;  he 
denied  having  made  one  in  the  most  solemn  manner ; 
but  from  the  manner  and  degree  in  which  he  seemed, 
agitated,  I  knew  he  was  affirming  falsely,  and  there- 
fore I  persevered  in  a  pointed  course  of  enquiry,  and 
assured  him  at  the  same  time,  that  you  would  not  be 
the  depository  of  secret  charges,  without  disclosing 
them  on  due  application,  to  the  accused,  and  that  with 
this  assurance,  I  should  apply.  He  then  confessed  in  a 
faltering  way,  that  he  had  made  a  statement  of  a  con- 
versation he  had  with  Burr  to  Nimmo  ;  I  then  asked 
him,  what  he  said  of  me?  He  replied  that  he  had 
said  but  two  things,  one,  that  he  heard  me  say  that  in 
my  opinion  Burr  had  no  hostility  to  the  U.  States? 
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and  that  I  believed  him- to  be  a  man  of  honor.  I  con- 
tinued—Is that  all  you  have  stated  ?  Yes,  it  is  all  I 
have  stated  of  you.  Did  you  not  depose  to  it?  No, 
I  did  not.  Mr.  Glover,  the  contrary  has  been  told, 
and  I  shall  come  at  the  truth.  The  President  will 
send  me  a  copy  of  the  statement.  I  do  not  believe, 
said  Glover,  that  Nimmo  sent  it  on,  or  that  he  made 
any  use  of  it.  I  observed  that  it  was  presumed  he 
had  done  himself  the  justice  to  retain  a  copy  of  the 
statement,  and  that  he  would  do  me  the  justice  to 
show  it ;  he  denied  having  a  copy  of  it,  or  that  there 
was  one  to  be  had  in  town ;  I  told  him  I  would  apply 
to  the  President.  He  then  said  he  rather  believed 
he  had  deposed  to  the  truth  of  the  statement,  but 
preserved  no  copy  of  it,  and  said  again  Mr.  Nimmo 
had  made  no  use  of  it.  Nimmo  went  off  8  days  ago, 
agreeably  to  the  compact  made  with  his  brother,  and 
has  conditioned  never  to  return  to  the  state  of  Ohio, 
to  induce  the  suppression  of  the  intended  publication 
of  his  character ;  never  did  I  see  a  fellow  so  confound- 
ed as  Glover ;  I  wish  to  God,  sir,  you  knew  the 
treachery,  deceit?  and  baseness  of  Glover — Judge 
Symmes,  Allan  Brown,  and  others,  who  have  attempt- 
ed the  justification  of  Nimmo  ;  they  are  now  sick  of 
it,  but  have  advanced  too  far  to  retract.  Immediately 
before  the  change  of  the  administration,  Daniel  Sym- 
mes has  been  heard  repeatedly  to  drink  damnation  to 
democracy ;  and  John  C.  Symmes  in  open  court,  when 
the  news  was  received  of  your  presidential  election, 
said,  "  he  that  is  only  qualified  to  dissect  a  butterfly, 
or  make  the  skeleton  of  a  worm  or  a  mouse,  is  not 
fit  to  govern  the  U.  States."  This  can  be  proved; 
and  this  is  the  man  who  adopted  the  North  Bend  re- 
solutions about  me,  I  state  it  not  as  a  secret.  Glo- 
ver has  frequently  toasted  Burr  and  Mexico  within  a 
few  months,  and  from  the  slight  manner  in  which 
Nimmo  examined  certain  suspicious  boats  that  were 
■stopt  here  last  winter  ;  the  story  of  his  intention  to 
descend  the  river,  if  he  did  not  get  an  appointment 
under  the  general  government ;    his  having  previ- 
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ously  sold  his  farm  in  this  neighborhood  ;  his  having' 
now  gone  down  die  river, — warrants  the  belief,  that 
he  meditated  something  of  it  before.  It  has  been 
stated  that  another  deposition  sent  you,  accuses 
me  of  purchasing  or  offering  to  purchase  Burr  one 
or  two  thousand  bear  skins  and  pack  saddles ;  I 
swear  solemnly  that  I  never  heard  of  the  affair  but 
in  the  publicity  given  of  it,  and  that  no  person  ever 
directly  or  indirectly  applied  to  me  for  such  articles 
on  Burr's  account,  but  in  the  two  bear  skins  Wm. 
Berry  purchased  last  fall,  referred  to  in  my  last ;  I 
beg  sir,  you  will  send  me  copies  of  all  the  charges 
you  have  received  against  me,  or  point  out  some 
mode  by  which  I  can  obtain  them  ;  of  no  person  in 
this  country  can  I  get  them,  or  I  assure  you  sir, 
I  would  not  give  you  this  trouble. 
I  am  sir, 

With  respect, 

Your  most  obt.  servt. 

JOHN  SMITH. 

The  President  of  the  U.  States. 
(A  copy.) 


XXVII. 

Letter  from  Joh?i  Smith  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  co- 
vering the  *  depositions  of  J,  Smith  and  Wm. 
Berry. 

(No.  29.) 

Cincinnati,  April  13,  1807. 
Sir, 

FINDING  a  republication  of  the  North  Bend 
resolutions  in  the  Aurora  and  Nl.  Intelligencer,  I 
have  taken  the  liberty  to  trouble  you  with  the  en- 
closed  depositions.     It  is  not  in  my  power  to  utter 

Note.    *  Depositions  not  exhibited  to  the  committee. 
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the  solicitude  I  feel,  to  hear  from  you  on  the  subject 
of  those  complaints,  stated  in  my  two  last  letters.  I 
hope  you  will  favor  me  with  information  of  my  accu- 
sers and  the  nature  of  their  accusations,  which  have 
been  forwarded  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Sir, 

With  all  due  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SMITH, 

Thomas  Jefferson,  esq. 
President  of  the  U.  States. 


XXVIII. 

Letter  from  John  G.  Jackson  to  John  Smith, 
April  17,  1807. 

(No.  27.) 

Clarksburg,  April  18th,  1807. 
DEAR  SIR, 

Peyton  Drew,  esq.  deputy  marshal  of  Vir- 
ginia, is  the  bearer  of  this  letter  and  is  charged  with 
the  service  of  spas,  upon  the  witnesses  whose  attend- 
ance is  required  by  the  United  States,  versus  Aaron 
Burr,  esq.  and  particularly  to  summon  your  son 
Ambrose  Smith  for  that  purpose.  My  attention  has 
been  called  to  this  subject  by  the  secretary  of  state 
and  the  attorney  general ;  and  in  a  few  days  I  con- 
template meeting  Mr,  Drew  at  Marietta,  in  order  to 
summon  and  take  the  depositions  of  all  material  wit- 
nesses there.  I  am  prompted  to  this  agency  as  well 
by  a  desire  that  if  Col.  Burr  be  guilty,  he  may  re- 
ceive that  justice  which  his  crimes  merit :  as  the 
wish  that  my  conduct  may  justify  the  confidence  re-, 
posed  in  me,  and  I  assure  myself  that  every  good 
citizen  of  this  country  which  has  been  so  eminently 
favored  by  the  government,  will  be  active  in  afford- 
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ing  such  information  as  he  may  possess  for  develop- 
ing the  projects  of  Mr.  Burr.  With  this  impression 
I  request  your  particular  good  offices  to  the  bearer, 
and  such  aid  to  the  witnesses  as  will  ensure  their  at- 
tendance. 

Your  most  obt. 

J.  G.  JACKSON. 

John  Smith,  esq. 


XXIX. 

Peyton  Drew's  affidavit. 

(No.  4.) 

I  WENT  to  Cincinnati,  (Ohio,)  some  time  in 
the  month  of  April  last,  for  the  purpose  of  summon- 
ing Ambrose  D.  Smith,  son  of  John  Smith,  of  that 
place,  as  a  witness  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  prosecution  against  Aaron  Burr.  I  delivered  to 
the  aforesaid  John  Smith,  a  letter  from  John  G. 
Jackson,  esq.  informing  Mr.  Smith  my  object  in 
going  there,  and  requesting  his  aid  in  procuring 
testimony  on  behalf  of  the  government ;  after  read- 
ing this  letter  Mr.  Smith  informed  me,  that  previous 
to  that  time,  (as  well  as  I  recollect  2  or  3  weeks,) 
his  son  Ambrose  left  Cincinnati  to  go  to  New  Or- 
leans ;  he  seemed  to  regret  very  much  his  absence, 
and  said  he  should  not  have  gone,  if  he  had  supposed 
he  would  have  been  wanted  as  a  witness,  at  the 
same  time  told  me  that  he  would  endeavor  to  get 
him  to  Richmond  as  soon  as  possible,  and  accord- 
ingly wrote  several  letters  to  his  son,  directed  to 
such  places  as  he  thought  he  would  probably  be 
found ;  he  also  advised  me  to  enclose  a  subpoena  to 
the  governor  at  New  Orleans,  which  I  did,  and  re- 
quested him  to  execute  it  and  transmit  it  to  Rich- 
mond pr.  mail,  which  subpoena  has  since  been  cxe* 
cuted,  and  returned  to  the  clerk's  office  of  the  court 
»f  the  United  States,  for  the  district  of  Virginia, 
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During  my  stay  at  Cincinnati,  I  was  treated  with 
great  civility  by  Mr.  Smith,  who  seemed  anxious  to 
give  any  information  required  by  the  letter  or  my- 
self, and  his  conduct  appeared  to  me  to  be  perfectly 
correct. 

PEYTON  DREW. 

City  of  Richmond,  to  wit : 

This  day  Peyton  Drew  made  oath  before  me,  a 
magistrate  for  said  city,  that  the  within  affidavit  con- 
tains the  truth  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  be- 
lief. Given  under  my  hand  this  lGth  day  of  De- 
cember, 1807. 

C.  TOMPKINS. 


xxx. 

Letter  from  'John  Smith  to  Mr.  Jefferson, 
April  27,  1807. 

(No.  30.) 

Cincinnati,  April  27 ',  1807. 
SIR, 

Peyton  Drew,  esq.  brought  for  my  son,  A. 
D.  Smith,  a  subpoena  for  to  attend  the  trial  of  A. 
Burr,  at  Richmond,  on  the  22nd  of  next  month. 
I  regret  his  absence  exceedingly.  Three  weeks  yes- 
terday he  embarked  on  board  of  one  of  the  U.  States 
gun  ooats  built  here,  for  New  Orleans.  I  have  ne- 
vertheless written  him  both  by  water  and  land  to  re- 
pair to  Richmond  without  delay,  and  I  sincerely  hope 
he  will  be  there  before  the  testimony  is  finally  closed. 

I  know  he  will  use  every  exertion  in  his  power  to- 
obey  the  summons. 

Pallas  P.  Stewart  has  not  returned  from  N.  Orleans, 
or  I  would  have  him  summoned,  and  should  he  ar- 
rive here  in  time,  I  will  endeavor  to  prevail  on-  him  to 
attend  the  court.      He  is  expected  to  be  here  shortly, 
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and  is  the  only  one  I  know  that  can  in  this  quarter 
give  information,  or  that  would  do  it.  Was  Matthew 
Nimmo  here,  and  an  enquiry  instituted  among  his 
friends,  though  few,  it  is  thought  by  some  a  dis- 
closure could  be  made.  Of  this  I  have  doubts,  un- 
til they  quarrel,  and  then  the  truth  will  come. 

To  bolster  him  up,  I  am  told  a  few  nights  ago  that 
in  conclave,  more  depositions  were  taken  to  prove  the 
information  he  sent  you  last  November  about  me. 
I  pray  you  to  send  me  copies  of  all  which  relates  to 
myself,  and  I  am  confident  I  will  satisfy  you  in  every 
particular  which  deserves  the  consideration  of,  sir, 
Your  most  ob.  and  very 
Humble  servant, 

JOHN  SMITH. 

The  President  of  the 
United  States. 

p.  s.  Burr's  bill,  said  to  have  been  drawn  on  me 
for  8500,  has  never  been  presented,  if  it  ever  is  I  will 
inform  you. 


XXXI. 

Letter  from  John  Smith  to  Gov.  Claiborne^ 
April  26,  1807. 

(No.  41.) 

(Copy.) 

Cincinnati,  April  2&th,  1807. 
DEAR  SIR, 

Peyton  Drew,  esq.  sends  to  you  a  subpoena 
for  my  son,  A.  D.  Smith,  to  attend  the  trial  of  Burr, 
in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  to  commence  on  the 
22nd  of  next  month,  and  I  will  thank  you  to  hurry 
him  as  fast  as  possible  to  the  city  of  Richmond. 
I  have  requested  him  to  call  on  you,  and  have  ad- 
vised him  to  embark  in  the  first  vessel  sailing  for 
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Charleston  or  Norfolk,  and  thence  to  proceed  in  the 
stage  day  and  night  till  he  arrives  thither. 

Be  pleased  to  give  him  such  other  advice  as  you 
may  think  important  to  speed  his  way,  and  believe 
me  to  be, 

Dear  sir, 

With  all  due  respect, 
Your  most  obt.  servt. 

JOHN  SMITH. 

His  excellency 
W.  C.  C.  Claibourn, 

Governor  at  New  Orleans, 


XXXII. 

Letter  from  John  Smith  to  Ambrose  D.Smith, 
April  26,  1807. 

(No.  42.) 

Cincinnati,  April  26th,  1807. 
Dear  Son, 

I  HAVE  this  day  written  you  a  letter  directed 
to  Natchez  post  office,  and  another  to  the  post  office 
at  New  Orleans,  to  have  the  better  chance  to  inform 
you  that  Mr.  Drew  is  now  at  my  house  with  a  sum- 
mons on  the  part  of  government,  for  you  to  attend 
the  trial  of  Burr  at  Richmond,  to  commence  on  the 
the  22d  proximo, — and  to  advise  your  going  thither 
with  all  possible  dispatch,  and  to  give  notice  to  the 
council  engaged  for  the  prosecution,  of  your  arrival, 
without  loss  of  time.  Get  on  board  the  first  vessel 
sailing  to  Norfolk  or  Charlestown,  then  take  the  stage 
and  travel  day  and  night  until  you  get  there ;  but  if 
you  cannot  take  passage  over  sea,  you  must  pur- 
chase the  best  horse  you  can,  and  travel  with  the 
post,  and  take  the  stage  when  you  arrive  in  Georgia. 
Sincerely  yours, 

JOHN  SMITH. 
Mr.  A.  D.  Smith. 
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P.  S.  We  are  all  well.  Vattier  is  convicted  and 
ordered  by  the  court  to  have  10  lashes,  and  to  pay 
94,600  S,  and  lie  in  jail  till  complied  with. 


XXXIII. 

Letter  from  jfohn  Smith  to  Ambrose  D.  Smithy 
April  26,  1807. 

(No.  43.) 

Cincinnati,  April  26th,  1807. 
MY  DEAR  SON, 

I  PRAY  you  to  take  the  first  passage  in  your 
power  for  Charlestown  or  Norfolk,  as  a  summons 
has  come  for  you  to  attend  the  trial  of  Burr  at  Rich- 
mond ;  as  you  are  summoned  on  the  part  of  the  go- 
vernment loose  no  time.  Hasten  thither  by  sea  or 
land,  with  all  possible  expedition.  I  have  written 
by  this  mail  more  particularly  to  your  address  at  N. 
Orleans,  but  I  send  this  to  Natchez,  as  you  may  pos- 
sibly be  there ;  I  shall  send  another  to  fort  Adams,  as 
I  am  extremely  desirous  for  you  to  be  at  Richmond 
in  time.  The  trial  is  to  commence  on  the  22d  of 
next  month. 

I  am,  my  dear  son, 

Your  affectionate  father, 

JOHN  SMITH. 

P.  S.  Vattier  is  convicted,  and  ordered  to  be  whip- 
ped on  the  23d  of.  next  month,  to  have  10  lashes,  and 
to  pay  94,600  dollars,  and  lie  in  prison  until  it  is  com- 
plied with.  Bqng  home  all  the  money  in  your  pow- 
er.    At  Richmond  post  office  look  for  letters. 

Mr.  A.  D.  Smith. 
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Letter  from  John  Smith  to  Mr.  Rodney,  May 
25,   1807. 

Cincinnati,  May  the  25,  1807. 

MY  DEAR  SIR, 

AS  my  son  will  be  at  Richmond,  I  beg  you 
to  take  the  trouble  to  look  at  my  hasty  letter  to  him 
herewith,  and  deliver  it  to  him  when  he  arrives ;  I 
make  no  apology  for  giving  you  this  trouble,  as  it 
shall  be  the  last  I  write  him  through  this  or  any 
other  channel,  till  after  he  leaves  Richmond,  as  it  is 
the  first  I  have  sent  to  his  address  at  that  place.  In 
a  few  days  I  embark  for  N.  Orleans  on  some  busi- 
ness, where  I  should  be  highly  gratified  in  hearing 
from  you — I  shall  call  to  see  the  good  old  gentleman 
your  father,  and  pass  an  hour  or  two  with  him. 

Whatever  the  tongue  of  slander  may  say  of  my 
guilt,  in  any  sort  of  conspiracy  against  the  govern- 
ment which  gave  me  birth,  and  which  I  am  proud  to 
call  the  best  in  the  world ;  I  know,  and  declare  to 
you  that  I  am  innocent ;  the  mail  waits- 
Adieu. 
Sincerely  and  affectionately  yours, 

JOHN  SMITH. 
Hon.  Mr.  Rodney. 


XXXV. 

Ambrose  D.  Smith's  affidavit. 

SOME  time  in  December,  1806,  a  Mr.  Bel- 
knap came  to  Cincinnati,  having  some  pecuniary  af- 
fairs to  settle  with  my  father  John  Smith,  who  was 
at  that  time  absent,  As  the  probability  was  he 
would  not  shortly  return,  Mr.  Belknap  requested  me 
to  take  charge  of  a  letter  to  Mr.  Blennerhasset ;  I  as- 
sented, staited  immediately  and  delivered  it  to  the 
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addressed.  I  then  heard  it  read — this  letter  contain- 
ed only  directions  in  what  manner  they  should  pro- 
ceed in  descending  the  rivers  Ohio,  and  Mississippi, 
and  nothing-  relative  to  the  object  pursued  by  Col. 
Burr. 

Here  I  learned  from  some  of  his  partizans,  that  it 
was  contemplated  to  go  against  Mexico,  provided 
war  was  declared  with  the  Spaniards,  which  was 
hourly  expected  from  Gen.  Wilkinson's  letters  not 
only  to  my  father  but  other  of  his  correspondents. 
If  an  engagement  did  not  take  place,  the  settlement 
of  his  Ouichita  lands  was  the  object ;  on  my  retnrn 
to  Cincinnati,  I  received  information  of  his  designs, 
pointedly  corroborating  that  I  learnt  at  Belle  Pre,  from 
my  father,  to  whom  Col.  B.  had  declared  it — From 
Col.  Burr  himself,  I  never  received  an  overture  on  the 
subject.  From  the  papers  which  daily  teemed  with 
the  treason  of  Col.  Burr's  designs  ;  the  frequent  so- 
licitations and  injunctions  of  my  father  to  relinquish 
the  idea  of  descending  the  Mississippi,  as  an  accom- 
plice of  Col.  B's,  and  Gen.  Eaton's  deposition,  alone 
induced  me  to  abandon  him  and  his  projects. 

City  of  Richmond,  to  wit : 

This  day  Ambrose  D.  Smith  personally  ap- 
peared before  me,  B.  Tate,  an  alderman  of  said 
city,  and  made  oath  that  the  above  and  foregoing 
statement  contains  every  thing  within  his  knowledge, 
relative  to  the  charges  alledged  by  the  United  States 
against  Aaron  Burr. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  13th  day  of  August, 
1807.  %  ,.: 

B.  TATE. 

xxxvi. 

Statement  by  Messrs.  Randolph  and  Garnett. 

DURING  the  sitting  of  the  federal  court,  at  the 
last  May  term,  in  Richmond,  a  certain  Ambrose 
Smith  was  sent  up  to  the  grand  jury  as  a  witness  on 
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behalf  of  the  prosecution  of  Aaron  Burr  and  Herman 
Blennerhassett,  for  treason  and  misdemeanor.  He 
was  understood  to  be  the  son  of  John  Smith,  a  senator 
of  the  U.  S.  from  Ohio,  who  had  been  implicated  by 
the  testimony  of  other  witnesses  as  an  accomplice 
of  the  accused;  previous  to  his  admission  the  forman 
of  the  grand  jury  suggested  to  that  body  his  repug- 
nance to  receive  the  evidence  of  a  son  in  crimination  of 
his  father.  The  sentiment  pervaded  every  member  of 
the  grand  jury,  and  when  the  witness  was  called  in  he 
was  charged  upon  that  point.  He  was  told  that  no 
evidence  was  required  from  him,  (and  that  he  would 
consider  himself  at  liberty  to  decline  answering  any 
question)  which  might  criminate  himself  or  his  father. 
Under  this  injunction  he  proceeded  to  give  his  testi- 
mony. He  had  gone  on  but  a  few  minutes  when  he 
involved  himself  in  several  manifest  contradictions. 
He  was  a  young  man  in  a  pitiable  situation.  He  was 
desired  to  withdraw ;  a  question  was  then  taken  whe- 
ther he  should  be  examined  farther,  and  decided  in 
the  negative,  I  think  unanimously.  I  well  remember 
that  I  heard  no  objection.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the 
grand  jury,  that  to  continue  his  examination  could 
answer  no  other  end  than  that  of  injuring  the  young 
man,  which  they  were  not  inclined  to  do. 

JOHN  RANDOLPH. 
Dec.  4,  1807. 

SIR, 

I  have  complied  with  the  request  of  the  com- 
mittee of  which  you  are  chairman,  as  well  as  the 
noise  and  confusion  of  the  place  where  I  am  writing 
will  permit.  The  facts  are  substantially  correct. 
They  must  be  within  the  recollection  of  every  mem- 
ber of  the  grand  jury. 

I  am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  RANDOLPH. 
John  Q.  Adams,  esq. 
Senate  of  the  U.  S. 
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I  have  attentively  read  the  statement  of  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph, relative  to  the  testimony  of  Ambrose  Smith 
before  the  grand  jury,  and  think  it  contains  all  the 
material  circumstances,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  it 
was  delivered.  It  may  however  be  proper  to  add 
that  during  the  short  time  of  Smith's  attendance  his 
manner  was  very  much  embarrassed.  I  have  no 
distinct  recollection  either  of  the  few  questions  asked 
or  of  the  answers  which  were  given. 

JAMES  M.GARNETT. 

December  Uh,  1807. 


XXXVII. 

Pallus  P.  Stuart's  deposition* 

(No.  31.) 

State  of  Ohio,    7    ^ 
Hamilton  county.  5 

PERSONALLY  appeared  before  me,  John 
Mahard,  esquire,  one  of  the  justices  assigned  to  keep 
the  peace  in  the  county  aforesaid,  Pallus  P.  Stuart, 
who  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposeth 
and  saith  :  That  some  time  in  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber, 1806,  he  this  deponent  was  on  his  way  from 
Fort  Hamilton  to  Cincinnati,  and  that  he  lodged  at 
Mr.  Jonathan  Pittman's  ;  Elias  Glover,  Esqr.  lodg- 
ed there  the  same  night.  The  following  morning, 
he  this  deponent  was  about  to  make  an  early  start  for 
Cincinnati ;  after  that  he  had  got  on  horseback,  Mr. 
Glover  followed  him  out  on  the  road,  (perhaps  twen- 
ty or  thirty  yards,)  and  asked  this  deponent,  what  he 
thought  of  Col.  Burr's  expedition ;  this  deponent  an- 
swered, that  he  was  disposed  to  think  favorable  of  it. 
Mr.  Glover  then  asked  him  if  he  did  not  intend  to 
participate  in  the  expedition ;  this  deponent  informed 
him  that  he  had  been  applied  to,  but  could  not,  having 
other  engagements  that  was  not  in  his  power  to  dis- 
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pense  with.  Mr.  Glover  then  wished  to  know  whe- 
ther this  deponent  was  acquainted  with  any  person,  or 
persons,  that  was  agoing  from  our  neighborhood ; 
this  deponent  informed  him  that  he  did  not,  though 
he  had  in  a  confidential  conversation  with  captain 
Kibby,  mentioned  the  expedition  to  him,  and  that 
he  appeared  pleased  with  it ;  but  would  not  make  any 
arrangements  until  that  he  heared  from  this  deponent, 
which  would  not  be  until  that  he  this  deponent 
could  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  Col.  Burr.  Mr. 
Glover  then  asked  this  deponent  when  he  intended 
to  start  down  the  river ;  this  deponent  informed  him, 
that  evening  or  the  next  morning,  or  so  soon  as  he 
could  finish  loading  his  boats;  Mr.  Glover  expressed 
some  regret  that  his  business  was  in  such  a  situation 
as  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  go  along,  but  that  he 
would,  so  soon  as  he  could  return  from  the  circuit 
that  he  was  then  going  on,  start  down  the  river, 
(which  would  be  in  about  two  weeks  from  that  time,) 
to  join  Colonel  Burr,  and  a  party  gentlemen  who 
were  also  going  on  the  expedition,  not  far  below  the 
falls  of  Ohio  :  this  deponent  observed  that  he  knew 
there  was  a  party  of  gentlemen  to  be  there  about  that 
time,  but  expected  they  had  gone  on.  Mr.  Glover 
observed,  that  he  thought  that  he  would  be  time 
enough ;  at  all  events,  he  would  be  time  enough  to 
meet  or  join  that  party  at  some  other  point  on  the 
Mississippi,  and  farther  this  deponent  saith  not. 

PALLUS  P.  STUART. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  November  3rd. 

1807. 

JOHN  MAHARD.  J.  P. 
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XXXVIII* 
Cot.  Chambers'  deposition* 

(No.  32.) 
Indiana  Territonj,'} 
Dearbourn  County.  5 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  B.  Chambers* 
and  deposeth  on  his  solemn  oath,  that  between 
the  13th  and  18th  of  January  last  he  the  deponent 
was  invited  by  Mr.  Philo  Norton,  (with  several 
others,)  to  his  house  ;  while  there,  the  movements, 
Etc.  of  Col.  Burr,  his  intentions,  &c.  were  generally 
spoken  of.  Mr.  Elias  Glover  spoke  of  him  (CoL 
Burr,)  in  raptures,  his  great  soul,  his  manners,  ta- 
lents, &c.  and  when  it  was  observed  that  his  moA^e- 
ments  were  rather  suspicious,  Mr.  Glover  with 
warmth  repeatedly  declared  that  he  knew  Col. 
Burr's  objects  were  glorious  for  this  country  and 
honorable  to  himself,  and  that  he  would  pledge  his 
existence  for  the  truth  of  his  assertions,  as  he  was 
well  acquainted  with  Col.  Burr  and  his  intentions, 
and  that  he  sincerely  hoped  he  would  succeed,  and 
from  the  great  and  known  character  of  CoL  Burr, 
he  believed  his  plans  would  be  carried  into  execution 
beyond  a  doubt. 
■  B,  CHAMBERS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th 

Nov.  1807* 

SAMUEL  FULTON,  J.  R 


xxxix. 
Griffin  Teatman's  deposition* 

(No.  33.) 

State  of  Ohio, 

Cincinnati ',  October  23</,  1307.; 
1  DO  hereby  certify,  that  some  time   in  the 
month  of  January  last,  I- was  at  a  ball  in  this  place, 
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where  a  large  number  of  gentlemen  and  ladies  were 
assembled,  and  in  the  course  of  the  evening,  I  was 
invited  by  a  friend  to  the  card  room  to  take  a 
glass  of  wine  ;  and  while  my  friend  and  myself  were 
in  the  act  of  filling  our  glasses,  Mr.  Elias  Glover 
came  up  and  joined  us,  and  he  gave  the  following 
toast— Success  to  Col.  Burr  and  Mexico — and  did 
express  afterwards,  that  it  was  his  sincere  wish  that 
Col.  Burr  might  succeed  in  a  campaign  against  Mex- 
ico. And  I  have  also  further  understood  since  from 
gentlemen  in  this  place,  that  Elias  Glover  had  been 
m  the  habit  of  giving  that  toast. 

GRIFFIN  YEATMAN. 

The  state  of  Ohio,  7 
Hamilton.  County.  5 

Before  me,  John  Mahard,  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
in  and  for  the  said  county,  personally  appeared  Grif- 
fin Yeatman,  who  being  duly  sworn  according  to 
law,  deposeth  and  saith  that  the  foregoing  certificate 
is  just  and  true. 

GRIFFIN  YEATMAN. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  the  29th  day 
of  October,  A.  D.   1807. 

JOHN  MAHARD. 


XL. 

Letter  of  Gen.  Gano  to  John  Smith. 

(No.  34.) 

Cincinnati,  Nov.  4th,  1807. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  AM  sorry  I  cannot  take  time  to  go  into  a 
more  lenghtv  detail  of  particulars,  as  to  the  conduct 
of  Elias  Glover  last  winter,  when  the  militia  was  on 
dutv  at  this  place  by  the  governor's  orders  to  bring 
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to  and  examine  boats  descending  the  Ohio,  belong- 
ing to  Burr  or  his  party.  In  December  last,  Judge 
Nimmo,  the  governor's  confidential  or  special  agent, 
and  myself,  was  walking  on  the  bank  of  the  Ohio, 
near  one  of  the  centinals  in  front  of  major  Ruffin's  ; 
Elias  Glover  approached  and  laughed  at,  and  ridicul- 
ed the  attempt  to  stop  Burr  or  his  party  ;  and  said, 
they  was  out  of  our  reach  ;  I  was  irritated,  and  ob- 
served, how  do  you  know  sir  ?  he  observed  he  did 
not  think  Burr  was  such  a  damn'd  fool  as  to  commit 
himself;  he  then  walked  off;  I  then  observed  to 
Nimmo,  I  had  an  inclination  to  put  him  under  guard 
for  his  insolence,  he  said  he  knew  sufficient  to  justify 
his  issuing  his  warrant  against  him  as  a  party  concern- 
ed ;  I  then  urged  him  to  do  it, — he  said,  he  wished  for 
time  to  find  out  mpre  against  him ;  I  afterwards  met 
with  Glover,  between  Dugan's  store  and  Cohn's 
tavern,  after  the  examination  of  some  boats,  he  en- 
quired what  news,  and  asked  me  if  I  really  thought 
any  thing  of  the  report  as  to  Burr ;  I  answered  I  did, 
and  was  sm~prised  that  any  person  should  ridicule 
the  measures  government  was  taking  to  prevent  his 
movements ;  he  then  observed,  he  would  not  in  fu- 
ture, as  he  began  to  believe  there  was  some  rea- 
son for  the  government's  adopting  the  measures  they 
had,  and  hoped  I  would  think  nothing  more  of  what 
had  passed  from  him,  &c.  I  was  then  forcibly  im- 
pressed that  he  was  concerned  with  Burr,  and  men- 
tioned it  to  several  of  my  friends.  This  is  all  I  re- 
collect of  the  said  Glover's  personal  communicatk>n 
to  me. 

I  am 

With  respect,  yours^ 

JOHN  S.  GANG. 
The  Hon.  John  Smith. 
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XLI. 

Thos.  Ml Adams'  deposition, 

(No,  47.) 

Memorandum  of  an  agreement  made  and  entered  in- 
to at  Cincinnati,  this  16th  day  of  Oct.  A.  D.  1806, 
between  John  Smith  and  Thomas  M'Adams,  both 
of  Hamilton  county  and  state  of  Ohio,  witnesseth, 
THAT  the  said  Thomas  doth  agree  and  bind 
himself  to  take  down  to  New  Orleans,  two  gun  boats 
now  building  at  said  John's  boat  yard  at  Columbia, 
under  the  direction  of  David  Watson,  whenever  the 
said  boats  may  be  ready  for  the  voyage,  and  also  to 
assist  in  loading  the  said  boats  with  such  articles  as  the 
said  John  or  his  agent  may  think  proper  to  put  in 
the  said  boats,  and  on  the  said  Thomas's  taking  said 
boats  safely  to  Orleans,  and  delivering  them  to  the 
said  John's  agent  or  consignee,  together  with  the  load-, 
jng  and  articles  agreeable  to  invoice,  then  he  the  said 
John,  in  that  case,  and  not  otherwise,  is  to  pay  the 
said  Thomas  or  order,  at  New  Orleans,  or  on  his  re- 
turn to  Cincinnati,  one  hundred  and  ten  dollars.  The 
said  John  is  to  find  the  said  Thomas  seven  hands, 
and  he  and  they  a  reasonable  quantity  of  whiskey  and 
provisions.  It  is  hereby  understood  that  if  the  said 
Thomas  does  not  take  down  the  said  boats  and  cargo 
safely  to  New  Orleans,  as  aforesaid,  the  said  Thomas 
is  not  to  have  any  thing  whatever  for  his  voyage. 

JOHN  SMITH,   . 
THOS.  M'ADAMS. 
Witness  present, 
Henry  G.  Smith, 

Uie  state  of  Ohio,  }  ^ 
Hamilton  county,   3 

BE  it  remembered,  that  on  the  twenty  ninth 
day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  seven,  before  me,  John  Ma- 
hard,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  said  coun- 
ty, personally  appeared  Thomas  M' Adams,  who  be- 
ing duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposeth  and  saith, 
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that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  an  agreement 
made  between  John  Smith,  esq.  and  this  deponent ; 
and  this  deponent  further  saith,  that  the  said  John 
Smith  had  made  a  verbal  agreement  with  him  some 
months  before  the  date  of  this  written  agreement,  to 
take  down  to  Orleans  two  gun  boats  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  to  be  delivered  to  the  agent  of  the  said 
John  Smith,  or  to  Commodore  Shaw,  which  two  grin 
boats  this  deponent  saith  he  delivered  to  the  said  Com- 
modore Shaw,  at  the  navy  yard  in  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans, which  were  accepted  of  by  the  said  Commo- 
dore Shaw  in  May  last ;  and  this  deponent  further 
saith,  that  he  never  heard  John  Smith  say  either  di- 
rectly or  indirectly  that  the  said  gun  boats  were  de- 
signed for  any  other  purpose  than  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  the  cargoes  contained  in 
said  boats  were  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the 
United  States  troops  with  provisions,  and  were  de- 
livered at  fort  Adams  accordingly ;  and  this  depo- 
nent further  saith,  that  he  never  believed  any  report 
or  reports  circulated  to  the  contrary,  and  that  he  be- 
lieves and  always  did  believe  that  the  said  John  is  and 
was  a  firm  friend  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States ;  and  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

THOMAS  M« ADAMS. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  the  day  and  year 
above  written. 

JOHN  MAHARD,  J.  P. 


XLII. 

Letter  from  John  Smith  to  Gov.  Williams^ 
August  15,  1807. 

(No.  18.) 

(Duplicate.) 

Thompsons  creek,  August  15th  1807. 
SIR, 

BEING  charged  by  the  grand  jury  at  Richmond, 

with  treason  against  the  United  States  and  also  with 


62 

misdemeanors,  of  which  no  doubt  you  have  heard, 
and  knowing  the  charges  not  to  be  founded  in  truth, 
and  as  I  wish  to  meet  them,  I  will  thank  you  to  in- 
form me  by  the  first  mail,  whether  I  may  be  permit- 
ted to  pass  without  interruption  through  the  Missis- 
sippi territory  to  Washington,  where  you  reside,  and 
there  to  resign  myself  to  the  civil  authority,  and 
whether  you  would  then  allow  me  to  pass  to  Rich- 
mond via  Cincinnati,  in  order  to  obtain  the  necessary 
documents  and  means  for  defence,  and  under  what 
circumstances  and  restrictions  specifically  you  will 
allow  me  to  travel  thither.  I  beg  leave  to  remark  to 
your  excellency,  that  I  shall  not  require  more  than 
four  or  five  days  to  collect  the  testimony  at  Cincin- 
nati, which  I  conceive  to  be  material  in  my  defence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obt.  servant. 

JOHN  SMITH. 

His  Excellency 

Governor  Williams. 


XLIII. 

Letter  from  Gov.    Williams  to  John  Smithy 
August  24,  1807. 

(No.  35.) 

Mississippi  Territory, 

Washington,  August  24M,  1807 
SIR, 

YOUR  letter,  dated  Thompson's  creek,  15th 
instant,  I  have  received — I  am  not  officially  informed 
of  any  charges  against  you  at  Richmond,  as  mention- 
ed in  your  letter,  but  have  been  thus  informed  of 
charges  against  several  others,  and  have  no  doubt  of 
their  existence  against  yourself. 

If  you  surrender  yourself  to  the  civil  authority 


63 

of  this  territory,  you  will  receive  its  protection,  and 
shall  be  conducted  to  Richmond  accordingly  to 
your  desire. 

You  request  me  to  state  "  under  what  circum- 
"  stances  and  restrictions  specifically  you  will  be  al- 
"  lowed  to  travel  thither;"  to  which  I  will  state,  you 
will  be  allowed  a  small  escort  of  respectability,  with 
instructions  that  every  indulgence  and  comfort  you 
may  require,  proportionate  to  your  station  and  cha- 
racter in  life,  shall  be  allowed,  not  incompatible  with 
the  public  interest.  I  know  at  present  of  no  ob- 
jection to  your  going  by  Cincinnati. 

Inclosed  is  a  letter  to  Col.  Kingsbury,  which  en- 
able you  to  obtain  a  passage  to  this  place  without 
interruption,  should  you  think  proper  to  come. 
Sir,  yours, 

With  due  respect, 

ROBERT  WILLIAMS. 
John  Smith,  esq. 


XLIV. 

Certificate  of  John  Smith. 

(No.  33.) 

Mississippi  Territory. 

I  John  Smith,  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  and  'a 
Senator  from  that  state  to  the  Congress  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  being  now  in  the  town  of  Washington, 
in  the  Mississippi  territory  aforesaid,  do  voluntarily 
submit  and  surrender  myself  to  the  civil  authority  of 
said  territory,  for  the  purposes  of  being  legally  con  - 
veyed  and  conducted  to  the  district  of  Virginia, 
wherein  I  am  informed  I  stand  indicted  for  a  high 
misdemeanor,  and  for  treason  against  the  United 
States,  to  take  my  trial  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  the 
United  States — that  I  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
vindicating  my  innocence. 
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Witness  my  hand  this  23d  day  of  September,  in 
the  year  1807. 

JOHN  SMITH. 


XLV. 

Affidavit  of  Mr.  Waide. 

(No.  50.) 

I  DO  certify,  that  on  the  24th  day  of  Septem- 
ber, 1807,  I  left  the  town  of  Washington,  in  the 
Mississippi  T.  in  company  with  Capt.  Stephen  Neal, 
private  secretary  of  governor  Williams,  with  Mr. 
Jno.  Smith  of  Ohio,  who  had  been  waiting  at  Nat- 
chez and  at  the  said  town  of  Washington,  about  a 
week  for  the  escort,  and  tha<:  as  far  as  I  could  see  or 
near,  the  said  Smith,  as  wjII  at  Washington  as  on 
our  journey  to  Richmond,  seemed  willing  and  de- 
sirous to  meet  the  indictments  found  against  him, 
and  that  he  did  leave  Washington  the  moment  the 
escort  was  in  readiness  for  that  purpose.  About 
the  18th  or  20th  of  August  last,  I  saw  governor  Clai- 
borne at  the  said  town  of  Washington,  whom  I  un- 
derstood had  declared  before  several  persons,  that  he 
would  on  descending  the  river  to  New  Orleans,  de- 
mand the  said  Smith  of  the  Spanish  governor,  and 
send  him  forthwith  to  Richmond  in  irons;  that 
although  I  did  not  hear  the  governor  make  the  de- 
claration myself,  I  heard  it  frequently  mentioned  by 
his  acquaintances  in  that  quarter,  that  he  did  make 
those  observations,  and  to  my  knowledge  it  was  a 
common  rumour. 

I  do  further  certify,  that  we  did  not  hear  of  Burr's 
acquittal  from  the  charge  of  treason,  till  about  the 
14th  of  October,  1807,  and  not  till  we  arrived  in  the 
vicinity  of  Nashville,  (T.)  nor  of  his  acquittal  from 
the  indictment  for  a  misdemeanor,  till  after  our  arri- 
val at  Cincinnati.  On  our  arrival  at  Chilicothe,  we 
saw  the  first  account  of  the  nolle  prosequi  being  en- 
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tered  on  the  indictment  against  Mr.  Smith  for  trea- 
son, and  that  we  never  heard  of  the  nolle  prosequi 
being  entered  on  the  indictment  against  him  for  a 
misdemeanor,  till  we  arrived  at  Richmond*  although 
we  were  particular  in  examining  all  the  papers  we 
could  find  on  our  way,  for  that  purpose. 

JAS.  S.  WAIDE. 
District  of  Columbia,  7 
Washington  county,    3 

On  this  twenty  first  day  of  December,  1807,  per- 
sonally appeared,  James  S.  Waide,  before  the  sub- 
scriber, a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  afore- 
said, and  made  oath  on  the  holy  evangely  of  Al- 
mighty God,  that  the  foregoing  affidavit,as  subscrib- 
ed by  him,  is  just  and  true  to  the  best  of  his  know- 
ledge and  belief. 

DANL.  RAPINE, 


XLVI. 

Ethan  Stone's  deposition* 

(No.  45.) 

I,  Ethan  Stone,  of  Cincinnati,  in  the  county 
of  Hamilton,  and  state  of  Ohio,  testify  and  say,  that 
last  winter  at  Chilicothe*  I  was  a  room-mate  of  Wil- 
liam M'Farland,  of  said  Cincinnati,  who  was  then  a 
member  of  the  state  legislature ;  that  in  the  month 
of  December  a  resolution  was  past  requesting  John 
Smith,  esq.  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States  from 
this  state,  to  resign  his  seat  therein,  and  that  during 
the  pendency  and  after  the  passage  thereof,  I  heard 
said  M'Farland  frequently  observe  that  he  did  not 
believe  Mr.  Smith  knew  any  thing  about. Col.  Burr's 
expedition,  or  had  any  thing  to  do  with  it,  and  fur- 
ther this  deponent  saith  not.  Cincinnati,  November 
4th,  1807. 

ETHAN  STONE, 
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6'tate  of  Ohio,    ? 
Hamilton  county,  ^ 

Personally  appeared  Ethan  Stone,  subscriber  to 
the  foregoing  deposition,  before  me,  Samuel  Hunt- 
ington, one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  the 
state  aforesaid,  and  made  oath  that  the  said  deposi- 
tion is  true. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand 
and  seal,  the  day  and  year  last  mentioned. 

SAML.  HUNTINGTON. 


XLVII. 

Deposition  of  Jared  Brooks. 

DO  you  know  Aaron  Burr,  late  of  the  state  of 
New  York?  How  long  have  you  been  acquainted 
with  him  ?  Are  you  intimately  acquainted  with  him  ? 

I  know  Aaron  Burr,  late  of  the  state  of  New  York, 
but  am  not  intimately  acquainted  with  him.  Some 
time  in  May  or  June,  1805,  he  visited  me  at  my 
quarters  in  Louisville,  while  I  was  completing  a  plan 
and  draught  of  the  rapids  of  Ohio,  and  the  country 
thereabout ;  when  our  whole  conversation  dwelt  on 
the  subject  of  improvement  of  the  navigation  at  the 
rapids.  I  have  not  to  my  knowledge  spoken  to  him 
since. 

I  have  since  had  conversation  with  some  of  his  as- 
sociates and  followers,  on  the  subject  of  a  military 
expedition  then  on  foot,  and  under  the  conduct  of 
Aaron  Burr. 

Between  the  twenty  fifth  of  November  and  the 
20th  of  December,  1806,  a  great  number  of  boats  of 
uncommon  appearance  and  equipage,  and  having  on 
board  an  unusual  number  of  men  whose  conduct  en- 
titled suspicions  of  their  good  intentions,  passed  this 
place. 

No  orders  or  information  had  been  received  from 
the  government  to  justify  the  apprehension  or  exa- 
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initiation  of  those  people,  yet  they  generally  appeared 
fearful  and  watchful,  and  with  the  help  of  their  agents 
at  this  place,  asserted  their  innocence  in  so  cowardly 
and  awkwardly  manner,  that  that  circumstance  alone 
justified  strong  suspicions  of  the  lawfulness  of  their 
pursuit. 

The  number  of  boats  of  that  description  which 
passed  the  rapids  during  the  time  aforesaid,  I  believe 
from  report,  and  what  I  saw,  to  amount  to  more  than 
thirty — they  did  not  descend  in  a  bod}",  but  by  a 
few  days  difference  of  time,  in  small  parties,  appa- 
rently like  other  expeditions  making  up  from  differ- 
ent places. 

The  intercourse  between  a  considerable  number 
of  those  parties,  and  the  agents  of  Aaron  Burr  at  this 
place,  and  their  resemblance  to  the  party  and  equip- 
ments of  Davis  Floyd,  who  was  hastening  his  de- 
parture from  Clarkesville,  the  mutual  good  under- 
standing between  them,  and  them  only,  proved  in- 
contestibly  that  they  were  all  engaged  in  the  same 
cause. 

Davis  Floyd  was  a  resident  of  Jeffersonville,  at  the 
head  of  the  rapids  of  Ohio,  in  Clarke  county,  Indiana 
— he  was  the  sheriff  of  that  place,  (first  or  high  she- 
riff,) and  was  well  known  as  an  agent  and  associate  of 
Aaron  Burr.  Said  Floyd,  it  appeal's,  furnished  for 
the  expedition  two  or  three  boats,  and  two  or  three 
others  were  procured  for  him — he  had  men  engaged 
to  meet  him  on  the  15th  or  16th  of  December,  at 
which  time  they  did  assemble  at  Clarkesville,  which 
is  two  miles  below  Jeffersonville,  and  embark  on 
board  of  said  boats  and  descend  the  river.  At  this 
time  five  or  six  other  boats,  on  their  way  down  the 
river,  came  to  at  Jeffersonville ;  stayed  but  a  few 
hours,  and  descended  a  few  hours  before  Floyd  left 
Clarkesville,  leaving  him  in  their  rear.  Comfort  Ty- 
ler, it  is  said,  commanded  these  boats — I  am  inform- 
ed so  by  Mr.  Enos,  one  of  the  surveyors  of  public 
lands;  who  also  informed  me,  that  he,  with  one 
other  man,  fired  a  few  rounds  by  way  of  salute  or 
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derision,  as  it  might  be  accepted ;  and  that  he  was 
entreated  by  Tyler  to  desist,  lest  it  should  rouse  the 
people  of  the  opposite  shore ;  but  as  no  good  reason 
was  given  for  his  fears,  the  firing  was  continued  a 
while  longer,  and  the  party  soon  after  put  off. 

That  part  of  the  Indiana  shore  was,  no  doubt,  at 
that  time,  considered  by  those  people  the  safest  ground 
to  rest  upon,  as  it  appears  that  there  were  but  few 
inhabitants  of  Jtffersonville  who  were  not  rather  dis- 
posed to  encourage  the  expedition  than  to  oppose  it, 
— and  that  Davis  Floyd  had  resigned  the  post  of  she- 
riff so  lately,  that  the  governor,  who  resided  three 
days  journey  therefrom,  could  not  have  time  to  fill 
the  vacancy,  before  Floyd  had  time  to  clear  out  with 
his  recruits. 

I  was  on  board  of  Floyd's  boats  about  sunset,  and 
they  departed  the  same  evening  or  night,  about  the 
15th  of  December. 

I  saw  his  recruits  ;  their  number  I  am  certain  was 
between  forty  and  fifty,  if  not  more — and  otherwise 
the  boats  had  very  little  loading — some  boxes,  chests, 
and  provisions  lay  confusedly  about,  and  there  was 
much  hurry  and  bustle  among  the  men. 

I  saw  no  implements  of  husbandry  except  such 
as  are  also  used  on  board  of  boats,  and  not  more 
of  those  than  boats  usually  carry  ;  they  also  appeared 
to  be  illy  provided  with  culinary  utensils. 

The  men  were  of  that  description  which  a  recruit- 
ing officer  would  receive  into  an  army,  but  not  such 
as  are  proper  to  clear  up  and  cultivate  a  wilderness. 
They  appeared  to  have  been  picked  for  active  mi- 
litary service,  'tis  true  they  wanted  discipline,  but 
otherwise  bore  no  resemblance  to  such  people  as 
go  to  settle  new  countries. 

They  considered  and  obeyed  Davis  Floyd  as  their 
immediate  commander.  That  they  were  bound  for  a 
military  expedition  and  nothing  else,  their  whole  con- 
duct and  equipage  testified. 

They  were  provided  with  arms  in  good  propor- 
tion to  their  number,  agreeable  to  the  following  copy 
of  a  bill  of  sale— they  had  those  if  not  more : 
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Louisville,  Dec.  15,  1806. 
Alexander  Ralston, 

Bought  of  James  Berthoud. 


39  muskets  and  bayonets, 

c    S   8 

S312 

1  short  musket, 

10 

10 

1  pr.  pistols, 

-     15 

15 

1  do.  do. 

14 

14 

1  do.  do. 

18 

18 

2  do.  do. 

12 

24 

1  do.  do.             -             - 

-      10 

10 

1  do.  do. 

8 

8 

1  double  barrel  do. 

15 

15 

2  French  rifles, 

30 

60 

1     do.       do. 

20 

20 

1  short      do. 

24 

24 

1  American  do. 

30 

30 

2         do.      do. 

28 

56 

1         do.      do. 

20 

20 

2  boxes, 

- 

2 

S  638 
Received  payment  in  draft  on  Samuel  N.  Lucket 
at  ninety  days  after  date,  which  when  paid  will  be  in 
full. 

Some  attempt  was  made  to  secrecy,  on  the  part  of 
the  purchaser,  in  procuring  and  conveying  those  arms 
to  the  boats — he  particularly  desired  that  Mr.  Ber- 
thoud would  not  make  known  who  purchased  them 
— but  Mr.  Berthoud,  as  well  as  many  others,  from 
concurrent  circumstances  of  the  moment,  began  to 
suspect  the  well  meaning  of  those  people ;  he  express- 
ed much  regret  that  he  had  disposed  of  those  arms  to 
them,  and  I  fully  believe  he  would  have  refused 
them,  had  the  sale  not  been  closed  until  the  next 
day,  although  those  arms  had  lain  on  his  hand  for 
sale,  nearly  six  years. 

Sam.  N.  Lucket,  who  assumed  the  payment  of 
said  bill,  has  long  been  known  as  an  agent  of  Burr  in 
this  quarter.. 
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During  my  Stay  on  board  of  Floyd's  boats,  at  the 
time  aforesaid,  I  conversed  with  Mr.  Blennerhas- 
sett,  Alexander  Ralston,  Davis  Floyd,  and  Robert 
A.  New,  with  all  whom  I  was  well  acquainted,  ex- 
cept Mr.  Blennerhassett,  to  whom  I  was  then  intro- 
duced ;  I  recollect  the  names  of  no  others,  except 
Moxley,  late  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  secre- 
tary of  state  of  Kentucky  ;  the  faces  of  many  others 
were  familiar  to  me,  they  had  principally  resided  ill 
Indiana,  near  the  rapids  of  Ohio.  Ralston  and  New 
were  from  Louisville,  Jefferson  county,  Kentucky. 

The  following  is  the  amount  and  substance  of  my 
conversation  while  on  board,  with  the  aforenamed, 
(Moxley  excepted)  who  appeared  to  be  principals 
of  this  party,  and  who  were  confessedly  subordinate 
to  Aaron  Burr,  but  their  grades  of  office  I  did  not 
know. 

They  urged  that  I  would  join  in  the  expedition, 
observing  that  I  had  had  an  opportunity  of  being  ac- 
quainted with  military  arts  and  discipline ;  that  the 
nature  of  their  enterprise  particularly  required  such 
men  ;  they  were  in  want  of  them ;  those  who  first  ad- 
vanced would  no  doubt  be  most  esteemed  by  the 
p-eneral,  and  receive  the  first  and  best  rewards. 

I  asked  what  amusement  a  disciplinarian  could 
find  die  wilderness  of  Washita  ? 

They  jeered  at  that  as  the  cover,  under  which 
their  object  had  been  hidden  from  the  world,  and 
said,  thev  had  no  business  at  Washita — that  theirs 
was  a  military  expedition,  the  order  of  which  would 
be  explained  at  a  proper  period,  after  they  had  arriv- 
ed at  the  general  rendezvous,  the  corps  organized, 
and  the  officers  appointed  under  the  conduct  of  the 
genera],  until  which  time,  each  man's  pay  would 
be,  without  distinction,  ten  dollars  per  month. 

I  observed  that  I  should  consider  myself  a  very 
wanton  adventurer  while  following  the  fortunes  of 
others,  without  their  confidence.  Mr.  Blennerhas- 
sett said,  that  the  nature  of  the  enterprise  at  that  mo- 
ment was  so  delicate,  that  much  secrecy  was  neces- 
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saiy  ;  he  should  suppose  as  so  many  gentlemen  of 
first  rate  fortunes,  and  respectability,  had  embarked 
in  it,  that  that  circumstance  alone  was  sufficient  to  in- 
spire confidence. 

I  said  I  knew  but  very  few  respectable  gentlemen, 
who  were  attached  to  the  cause  ; 

He  replied  that  a  great  number  would  be  known 
at  a  proper  time. 

Mr.  Ralston  positively  asserted  to  me,  that  they 
were  destined  against  Mexico. 

I  asked,  if  an  active  part  in  the  enterprise  would 
be  esteemed  honorable  by  our  nation  ? 

The  reply  was,  and  I  believe  by  Blennerhassett, 
that  I  might  rest  assured  it  would  not  be  dishonora- 
ble. 

The  sickening  prospect  of  the  insipid  station,  be- 
tween honor  and  dishonor,  as  being  the  most  probable 
recompence,  except  that  of  certain  dishonor,  for  an 
intrepid  enterprise,  filled  me  with  pity  for  those  who 
had  embarked  in  it. 

The  moment  before  I  left  them,  to  come  to  the 
Kentucky  shore,  Floyd  told  me,  that  if  I  could  ac- 
commodate my  mind  to  the  enterprise,  and  would 
follow  on  with  one  hundred  men,  more  or  less,  with 
or  without  arms,  (but  preferring  that  they  might  be 
armed,)  or  by  self,  he  was  authorised  to  say,  I  would 
be  well  received  by  the  general. 

I  said  the  state  of  my  affairs  did  not  permit  my 
leaving  the  country  for  some  considerable  time,  what- 
ever might  be  my  disposition. 

He  replied,  that  any  time  would  do  before  the 
breaking  up  of  the  general  rendezvous,  which  might 
continue  some  where  on  the  shores  below  for  seve- 
ral weeks — it  since  appears  that  this  language  was 
held  out  to  others;  some  of  whom  were  .  about 
starting  when  the  President's  proclamation  reached 
this  place. 

George  Gray,  a  young  gentleman  of  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Louisville,  had  been  persuaded  that  the  mo- 
tives of  Burr  and  his  associates  were  laudable,  and  he 
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was  preparing  to  follow  them  as  a  soldier,  with  as 
many  men  as  he  could  engage,  but  fortunately  the 
proclamation  undeceived  him  ;  this  I  have  from  his 
own  mouth. 

From  my  own  observations  of  what  has  passed  I 
am  persuaded  and  do  believe,  that  several  hundreds  of 
men  from  above  the  rapids,  in  addition  to  those  who 
did  embark,  would  have  followed  Burr,  had  the 
proclamation  been  one  month  later  ;  and  I  also  be- 
lieve that  at  least  one  hundred  men  in  disguise,  did 
pass  this  place  for  that  purpose,  after  the  proclama- 
tion was  received  and  the  militia  guards  in  motion, 
and  that  a  great  proportion  of  those  men  were  habit- 
uated to  somewhat  genteel,  or  rather  delicate  life ; 
but  I  do  not  suppose  that  those  gentry  thought 
proper  to  add  themselves  to  the  list  of  prisoners 
at  Natches,  to  show  their  patriotism. 

From  my  conversation  with  the  men  on  board  of 
Floyd's  boats,  and  particularly  from  the  tenor  of  the 
language  and  intimations  of  Blennerhassett,  I  re- 
ceived a  momentary  impression,  (which  upon  reflec- 
tion I  believe  it  was  his  intention  to  make  fully)  that 
the  government,  or  at  least  the  executive  of  the 
United  States,  did  patronize  said  expedition,  but  the 
masterly,  impolitic  manner  in  which  it  was  conduct- 
ed, whatever  might  have  been  the  intention,  and  the 
doubtful  characters  attached  to  it,  immediately  for- 
bade that  idea. 

The  number  of  boats  which  came  under  my  eye, 
and  which  I  am  certain  were  not  less  than  twenty, 
were  not  properly  constructed  for  ascending  the 
western  rivers — three  or  four  of  them  were  of  the 
common  shape  and  size,  which  are  generally  used 
to  descend  with  produce,  and  generally  called  here, 
Kentucky  boats — the  others  were  of  an  uncommon 
description  in  this  country,  they  were  generally 
about  40  feet  long,  and  eleven  feet  wide  in  the  mid- 
dle, from  which  they  were  clumsily  turned  to  a  point 
at  each  end,  flat  bottoms,  high  and  nearly  upright 
sides,  and  so  rounded  as  to  render  the  management 
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of  them,  if  loaded,  very  difficult,  either  with  oars  or 
setting  poles  ;  they  somewhat  resembled  pontons  or 
batteaus,  constructed  in  haste  by  an  army,  for  mo- 
mentary use  ;  and  would  have  answered  that  pur- 
pose on  the  Mississippi  and  its  Bayous  for  the  con- 
veyance of  men ;  but  they  were,  in  my  judgment, 
unfit  for  other  use.  Every  feature  and  compaction 
of  all  the  circumstances  attending  said  expedition, 
denote  it  to  have  been  connected  with  some  plan  of 
military  operation,  and  nothing  else. 

That  the  Washita  land  was  not  their  object  is  evi- 
dent from  their  own  confession,  also  from  the  im- 
probability of  Burr,  or  any  of  his  associates  having 
purchased  the  Washjta  lands — for  from  the  apparent 
situation  of  Mr.  Lynch,  there  is  no  reason  to  be- 
lieve he  has  received  any  pay  for  such  lands  ;  and 
I  am  well  informed  that  the  Baron  Bastrop  appears 
to  be  as  destitute  of  money,  as  he  has  usually  been. 
The  description  of  their  boats  and  equipments,  were 
not  lit  for  that  purpose — their  boats  were  more  thafi 
sufficient  to  transport  one  thousand  men  to  that 
country,  had  they  been  properly  constructed  for  as- 
cending Red  river. 

The  few  men  that  did  descend  in  them ,  and  their 
loading,  did  not  require  that  number  of  boats;  yet 
there  were  at  least  four  times  the  number  of  men 
that  ■were  necessary  to  manage  those  boats. 

The  description  of  men  and  the  manner  in  which 
they  were  engaged,  were  not  proper  for  that  purpose ; 
also  their  want  of  implements  of  husbandry,  likewise 
the  unnecessary  studied  secrecy  in  which  their  enter- 
prize  was  concealed. 

Families,  men,  women,  and  children,  well  pro- 
vided with  such  implements  of  husbandry,  as  are 
most  generally  used  in  the  United  States,  and  a  pro- 
portioned number  of  well  selected  mechanics,  all 
well  informed  of  the  nature  of  the  enterprize,  are 
the  most  proper  description ;  but  they  were  not  thus 
provided. 


Men  who  embark  with  a  view  of  participating  in 
some  glorious  or  profitable  military  cnterpnze,  would 
not  submit  to  being  set  at  hard  labor  in  the  wilder- 
ness of  Washita, 

I  do  fully  believe  that  Aaron  Burr  and  his  associates 
required  some  cover  under  which  to  act  a  secret  part 
in  some  plan  of  operations  dangerous  to  the  interest 
and  welfare  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  Spanish 
nation ;  and  they  assumed  that  of  the  Washita,  in  con- 
sequence of  being  disappointed  of  success,  in  that 
respect  only  ;  in  their  pretended  Indiana  canal  pro- 
ject— it  is  evident  from  the  tenor  of  their  whole  con- 
duct, that  they  never  intended  to  undertake  a  canal— 
their  choice  of  ground  also  forbade  it,  Could  they 
have  succeeded  in  procuring  the  public  confidence, 
the  canal  scheme  would  have  been  a  better  blind  than 
that  of  the  Washita ;  the  nature  of  such  an  undertak- 
ing is  such,  that  men,  provisions,  and  military  stores 
to  any  required  amount,  might  have  been  procured 
without  being  subject  to  suspicion, 

A  connection  of  relative  circumstances  which  at- 
tended the  carreer  of  Burr  since  his  appearance  in 
this  place,  in  1805,  are  evincive  of  his  first  intention, 
to  make  the  shore  of  Indiana  near  the  rapids  a  rally- 
ing point  for  some  military  operation. 

He  took  an  important  interest  and  active  part  in 
the  canal  scheme;  those  of  this  country  who  were 
then  attached  to  that  project  appear  to  be  mostly  his 
friends  and  associates  at  this  time,  some  of  them  fol- 
lowed on  the  expedition— when  he  abandoned  the 
canal  cry,  which  had  been  kept  up  at  considerable 
expense  for  several  months,  and  commenced  that  of 
Washita,  they  joined  in  with  him. 

JD.  BROOKS. 

State  of  Kentucky ,  ~) 
Jefferson  county ',      3 

This  day  Jared  Brooks  came  personally  before  me 
a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  county,  and  made  oath, 
that  the  statements  which  he  has  made  of  his  own 
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knowledge  in  the  foregoing  deposition  are,  and  that 
those  Which  he  has  made  from  information  and  opi- 
nion, he  believes  to  be  true.  Given  under  my  hand 
and  seal,  this  ISth  day  of  June,  1807. 

J.  GWATHMEY. 


XLVIII. 

Arthur  Patton's  deposition, 

Mississippi  territory,  } 
Washington  county.  5 

BEFORE  me,  one  of  the  United  States  judges 
for  the  said  territory,  personally  appeared  at  the  town 
of  Wakefield,  in  the  said  county,  on  the  6th  day  of 
Sept,  1807,  Arthur  Patton,  who  declared  on  oath, 
duly  administered  by  me,  that  as  he  was  travelling 
in  the  state  of  Tennessee,  about  the  24th  of  June 
last,  he  fell  into  company  with  a  gentleman,  who 
coming  to  his  camp,  after  some  inquiries,  observed 
to  the  said  Patton,  in  a  laughing  way,  that  he  was  one 
of  Burr's  men,— that  his  name  was  Herman  Blanner- 
hassett,  and  that  he  was  one  of  Burr's  chief  council ; 
« — that  he  travelled  several  days  with  the  said  Blan- 
nerhassett,  in  the  course  of  which  he  had  several 
conversations  with  him  about  Burr's  plans, — that  he 
informed  him  that  he  had  had  several  boats  built 
for  the  expedition,— that  General  Wilkinson  was  a 
damned  rasCal— that  if  it  had  not  been  for  him  the 
expedition  would  have  gone  on,  that  he  (Wilkinson) 
knew  as  much  of  it  as  any  of  them,  and  then  proved 
traitor.  The  said  Patton  asked  him  if  it  was  over  ? 
He  replied  by  no  means,  that  they  could  not  hurt 
Burr,  and  that  when  he  was  clear,  they  would  go  on 
With  it  again.  The  said  Patton  inquired  what  they 
could  say  in  order  to  induce  people  to  join  them  ? 
Blannerhassett  replied  that  they  assured  them  it  was* 
an  "honorable  and  profitable  expedition.     The  said 
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Patton  asked  Blannerhassett  how  it  could  be  so  ? 
Blaimerhassett  replied  by  asking  whether  if  they 
eould  bring  about  a  separation  of  the  union,  and  es- 
tablish a  new  government  in  the  western  country, 
that  would  not  be  an  honorable  and  profitable  expe- 
dition ?  The  said  Patton  then  asked,  if  that  then  was 
their  object  ?  Blanncrhassett  replied,  that  if  that 
had  been  carried  into  effect,  it  would  have  been  a 
damned  sight  better  for  the  western  countries. 

Patton  asked  him  what  they  could  expect  to  do 
with  such  a  handful  of  men  ?  Blannerhassett  replied, 
that  they  should  have  had  plenty,  but  their  friends 
had  deceived  them. 

1  nere  was  in  company  with  them  a  Mr.  Jonathan 
Pharr,  who  resides  near  tins  deponent  on  the  Chicka- 
siwhae,  and  who  took  part  in  the  conversations 
above  alluded  to. 

ARTHUR  PATTON. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  on  the  day  and 
year  first  above  written. 

HARRY  TOULMIN. 


XLIX. 
Mr.  Taylor's  statement,  December  26,  1807. 

Question  by  the  committee  to  Col.  James  Taylor,  of 
Newport,  Kentucky. 

Have  yon  at  any  time  heard  John  Smith,  a  Sena- 
tor from  the  state  of  Ohio,  express  opinions  respect- 
ing a  separation  of  the  states  ?  If  you  have,  please  to 
state  the  times,  places,  and  substance  of  such  opin- 
ions z 

In  answer  to  the  the  foregoing  query,  I  make  the  fol- 
lowing statement :  That  a  piece  signed  Querist,  pub- 
lished at  Marietta,  in  the  fall  of  1806,  excited  a  good 
deal  of  agitation  at  Cincinnati ;  I  was  anxious  to  see 
the  piece,  and  expressed  myself  to  this  effect  to  Mr. 
John  Smith  of  that  place.  I  think  Mr.  Smith  observed 
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that  he  had  not  the  paper,  but  would  endeavor  to 
procure  it,  and  send  it  to  Gen.  Carberry  or  myself  at 
Newport,  in  Kentucky,  immediately  opposite  to  Cin- 
cinnati. In  a  day  or  two,  Gen.  Carberry  shewed 
me  the  paper.  In  a  few  days  I  fell  in  company 
with  Mr.  Smith  and  Gen.  Findley  in  Cincinnati, 
when  the  conversation  turned  on  the  subject  of  a 
separation  of  the  Union — Mr.  Smith  advanced  as 
his-opinion,  many  of  the  arguments  in  the  Querist ; 
spoke  as  to  the  difference  of  interest  between  the 
western  and  Atlantic  states  ;  observed  that  altho' 
the  doctrine  was  unpleasant  at  that  time,  in  less  than 
two  years  it  would  become  orthodox. 

He  inquired  if  it  was  not  generally  agreed  that 
the  thing  would  take  place  at  some  time  or  other, 
and  seemed  to  think  it  had  as  well  take  place  soon, 
as  at  a  later  period. 

One  of  the  arguments  made  use  of,  was,  that  we 
derived  very  little  advantage  from  the  great  expense 
of  foreign  ministers  and  consuls,  and  the  navy. 

He  observed,  that  a  few  British  ships  or  armed 
vessels  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  could  block 
up  our  trade  effectually. 

Gen.  Findley  and  myself,  both  admitted  that  the 
British  could  do  so,  but  contended  that  we  should  be 
in  a  worse  situation  if  we  had  to  contend  with  that 
nation,  or  any  other,  alone. 

As  well  as  I  recollect,  I  denied  that  his  position 
was  a  good  one,  as  to  a  separation.  My  opinion 
was,  that  many  persons  admitted  the  possibility  of 
such  an  event  at  some  distant  time,  without  perhaps 
entertaining  any  just  conception  of  their  own  on  the 
subject.  As  some  considerable  time  has  elapsed 
since  this  conversation  took  place,  it  is  impossible  to 
detail  all  that  passed,  but  believe  the  forgoing  to  be 
substantially  correct. 

JAMES  TAYLOR. 

Sworn  to,  this  26th  day  of  December,  1807,  before 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS, 

Chairman  of  the  committer 
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Questions  by  Mr.  Smith  to  Cot.  Taylor,  De- 
cember 26,  1807.  With  his  answers,  De- 
cember 28,  1807. 

Query  1st.  Have  we  not  been  intimate  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  and  also  our  families? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Query  2nd.  Have  I  not  been  generally  esteemed  a 
firm  supporter  of  the  general  government  and  the 
principles  of  the  constitution  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  you  were  elected  to  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  under  the  belief  that  you  were 
friendly  to  the  present  administration,  and  a  republic 
can  in  principle,  and  such  was  my  opinion. 

Query  3d.  Do  you  know  or  believe  any  thing  of 
my  connection  with  the  conspiracy  of  A.  Burr  and 
his  associates  ?  If  you  do,  what  are  the  indications 
of  that  connection. 

Answer.  I  did  entertain  suspicions  that  you  knew 
more  of  the  views  of  Col.  Burr  than  any  person  in 
the  part  of  the  country  in  which  we  reside.  The 
principal  foundation  of  my  suspicions  was,  the  con- 
versations between  us  stated  in  my  affidavit  to  the 
committee,  the  apparent  intimacy  between  you  and 
Col.  Burr,  your  having  paid  money  to  his  order,  your 
son's  being  employed  as  a  messenger  to  carry  dis- 
patches to  Blennerhassett,  who  also  sent  dispatches  to 
your  care  for  Col.  Burr. 

These  suspicions  were  afterwards  strengthened  by 
the  finding  of  the  grand  jury  against  you,  and  by  the 
evidence  on  Col.  Burr's  trial,  given  by  Peter  Taylor. 

Query  4th.  Are  you  certain  that  the  sentiments 
ascribed  to  me  in  your  affidavit  were  stated  and  vin  - 
dicated  as  my  own  ?  Or  were  they  not  stated  as  the 
sentiments  contained  in  the  Querist,  or  those  of  some 
other  person  f 

Answer.  I  considered  the  sentiments  stated  in  my 
affidavit  relating  to  a  separation  of  the  western  from 
the  Atlantic  states,  as  your  own. 
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Query  5th.  At  what  place  in  Cincinnati  did  the 
conversation  happen,  and  at  what  time  in  the  fall  of 
1806,  and  has  it  been  repeated,  and  if  so,  where  and 
when  ? 

Answer.  In  the  street  near  Yeatman's  tavern,  a 
short  time  after  the  first,  and  perhaps  the  second  num- 
bers of  the  Querist,  reached  our  quarter,  and  I  know 
it  was  prior  to  the  middle  of  October.  It  has  not 
been  repeated,  to. my  knowledge. 

Query  6th.  Was  any  one  present  at  this  conversa- 
tion you  had  with  me,  except  Gen.  Findlay,  or  were 
any  other  persons,  when  any  conversation  happened 
on  the  same  subject,  if  so,  who  were  those  persons? 

Ansxver,  No  person  was  present,  near  enough  to 
hear  the  conversation,  but  Gen,  Findlay,  to  the  best 
of  my  recollection. 

Query  7th.  Did  you  ever  hear  me  wish  for  a  sepa- 
ration of  the  states,  or  insinuate  that  I  would  be  active 
in  producing  that  event  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  recollect  that  I  ever  heared  you 
say  any  thing  more  on  this  subject  than  what  is  con- 
tained in  my  affidavit  j  but  I  believe  I  'was  veiy  little 
in  your  company  from  the  time  of  the  conversation 
about  the  Querist  until  after  the  President's  procla- 
mation reached  us,  having  been  a  good  part  of  this 
interval  from  home. 

Query  8th,  Did  I  speak  of  what  I  wished  to  take 
place,  or  what  I  thought  was  likely  to  take  place  ? 

Ansxver.  I  refer  to  my  affidavit  for  an  answer  to 
this  question. 

Query  9th.  Does  not  Gen.  Findley  and  myself, 
live  near  to  each  6ther  in  the  town  of  Cincinnati,  and 
have  you  not  understood  that  we  have  lived  in  habits 
of  intimacy  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Query  10th.  Did  you  inform  the  government  of 
the  circumstance,  or  any  one  of  them,  and  if  you  did, 
where,  at  what  time,  and  to  whom  ? 

Answer,  On  the  13th  of  October,  on  the  23d  of 
November,  and  on  the  28th  of  December,  1806,  I 
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wrote  to  the  secretary  of  state  giving  him  all  the  in- 
formation  I  possessed  relative  to  Burr's  plans  and 
operations  ;  in  the  last  letter  I  related  the  conversa- 
tion about  the  separation  of  the  United  States,  nearly 
as  I  have  stated  it  in  my  affidavit  to  the  committee, 
(it  being  my  duty  to  do  so)  without  mentioning 
your  name,  but  referring  the  secretary  to  Gen.  Sand- 
ibrd,  and  Capt.  Wm.  Clark,  for  a  knowledge  of  the 
person  alluded  to.  Also  about  the  first  of' Decem- 
ber, at  Chilicothe,  I  mentioned  the  subject  to  John 
Graham,  Esq.  and  since  my  arrival  at  this  place,  I 
have  had  conversations  relating  to  it  with  some  of 
the  officers  of  the  government. 

Query  1 1th  Did  you  not  sometime  last  May  at 
Cincinnati,  shew  me  a  letter  from  an  officer  of  the 
general  government  requesting  you  to  collect  and 
communicate  all  the  information  in  your  power  of 
the  illegal  enterprise  of  A.  Burr  and  his  associates  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Query  12th.  Who  was  the  gentleman  who  wrote 
you  the  aforesaid  letter  ? 

Answer.  The  attorney  general  of  the  United  States. 

Query  1 3th.  Did  you  not  observe  that  you  were 
confident  from  my  standing  in  society,  and  the  ac- 
quaintance you  had  of  my  character,  that  I  would 
(as  you  supposed  I  had  at  Washington)  communi- 
cated all  the  information  I  knew  of  the  affair  ? 

Answer.  I  recollect  your  observing  to  me  that  you 
had  related  in  your  deposition  taken  before  judge 
Nimmo,  and  communicated  in  person  to  the  Presi- 
dent, all  you  knew  of  Burr's  conspiracy.  I  have  no 
distinct  recollection  of  the  observations  I  made  at 
the  time,  but  think  I  observed,  that  I  supposed  you 
would  feel  disposed  to  give  the  government  any  in- 
formation in  your  power  on  the  subject. 

Query  14th.  Did  you  ever  hear  me  utter  a  senti- 
ment unfriendly  to  the  administration  of  our  govern- 
ment ;  or  hostile  to  what  is  generally  considered  the 
tenets  of  republicans  ?  If  you  did,  what  were  those 
sentiments  ? 
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Ansxver.  I  believe  I  never  did,  unless  the  conversa- 
tions stated  in  my  affidavit  may  be  considered  so. 

Query  15th.  What  is  the  character  of  Elias  Glo- 
ver? 

Ansxver.  There  are  two  parties  at  Cincinnati,  one 
of  which  speak  well  of  Mr.  Glover  and  the  other 
very  unfavorably. 

Query  16th.  Do  you  know  my  son  Ambrose  Dud- 
ley SmiuV? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Query  17th.  What  is  his  general  character? 

Ansxver.  He  was  esteemed  a  sober  discreet  young- 
man  until  Burr's  conspiracy  took  place  ;  since  which' 
there  are  some  unfavorable  impressions  toward  him. 

Query  13th.  Is  he,  or  is  he  not,  young  and  inex. 
perienced  ? 

Answer.  He  appears  about  twenty  )Tears  of  age  ;  lie 
is  of  course  young,  and  no  doubt  inexperienced. 

I  think  it  my  duty,  in  justice  to  Mr.  Smith,  to 
state,  that  in  a  conversation  with  him  last  spring,  he 
mentioned  to  me,  that  a  subpoena  had  been  sent  on 
for  his  son  Ambrose,  to  attend  at  Richmond,  be- 
fore the  grand  jury,  in  the  prosecution  against  Col. 
Burr. 

Mr.  Smith  observed,  that  he  had  forwarded  the 
subpoena  to  his  son,  and  directed  him  positively  to 
attend.  He  also  spoke  of  Burr's  conduct,  which  he. 
seemed  to  think  he  had  found  to  be  hostile  to  the  p'O- 
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vernment,  and  observed,  that  every  person's  reputa- 
tion would  suffer  who  had  any  kind  of  intercourse 
with  him,  or  words  to  that  amount. 

From  what  I  saw  of  Mr.  Smith's  conduct  and 
understood  on  my  arrival  at  home,  which  was  some 
time  after  the  President's  proclamation  reached  cm- 
country,  my  mind  was  impressed  that  lie  had  re- 
pented having  given  ground  for  those  suspicions, 
which  did  exist. 

I  am  convinced  Mr.  Smith  was  very  active  in 
arming  the  guard  stationed  at  Cincinnati,  and  also 
furnishing  them  with  supplies. 

L 
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I  beg  leave  further  to  state,  that  Mr.  Smith  has 
generally  been  viewed  as  a  friendly,  benevolent, 
worthy  man,  and  his  family,  consisting  of  an  amiable 
wile,  and  daughter,  and  several  very  promising  sons, 
have  been  considered  intitled  to,  and  held  a  place 
in  the  first  circles  of  society  in  our  quarter. 

JAMES  TAYLOR. 

28th  December,  1807.  The  foregoing  answers 
to  eighteen  questions  proposed  by  John  Smith,  and 
the  statement  at  their  close,  were  sworn  to  by  James 
Taylor,  before  me. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS, 

Chairman  of  the  committee. 


LI. 

Evidence  of  Peter  Taylor, 

Extracted  from  the  volume  of  printed  Evidence, 
page  45. 

THE  first  information  I  got  upon  this  subject 
was  from  Mrs.  Blannerhasset,  when  Mr.  Blanner- 
hassett  and  Mr.  Alston  were  gone  down  the  ri- 
ver.— The  people  got  much  alarmed  about  this  bu- 
siness, and  Mrs.  Blannerhasset  sent  me  to  Lexing- 
ton after  Mr.  Blannerhasset  with  a  letter  to  prevent 
Col.  Burr  from  coming  back  with  him  to  the  island. 
I  went  through  Chiliev'.he,  but  I  did  not  find  Mr. 
Blannerhasset  there,  and  I  then  went  on  to  Cincinnati. 
My  orders  were  to  call  on  Mr.  John  Smith.  I  called 
at  Mr.  Smith's  store  where  I  saw  his  son ;  I  asked 
if  his  father  was  at  home,  he  said  yes ;  I  then  inform- 
ed him  that  I  wished  to  speak  to  him ;  his  son  went 
and  told  him  a  man  wanted  to  see  him ;  when  he 
came  out  I  enquired  for  Col.  Burr  and  Blanner- 
hasset, to  see  whether  he  could  give  any  account  of 
them  ;  he  allowed  he  knew  nothing  of  either  of  them  ; 
that  I  must  be  mistaken ;  this  was  not  the  place ;  I 
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said  no,  this  was  the  right  place ;  "  Mr.  John  Smith, 
store-keeper,  Cincinnati ;  "  says  I,  "  Don't  you  re- 
Collect  a  young  man  who  came  here  some  time  ago 
for  Col.  Burr's  top  coat,"  (great  coat?) I  said,  "Sir, 
I  have  lived  with  Blannerhassett  for  three  years." 

When  Mr.  Smith  heard  me  talk  so,  he  took  me 
iip  stairs  to  talk  with  me;  He  wanted  to  know  the 
news  our  way.  I  told  him  how  the  people  had  got 
alarmed.  He  wanted  to  know  what  was  passing — I 
told  him  that  from  the  information  I  had  got  from 
Mr.  Blannerhassett  the  people  were  going  to  make  a 
new  settlement  of  lands ;  that  was  all  I  knew.  He 
seemed  surprized*  He  asked  what  was  said  about 
Gen.  Wilkinson.  I  said  I  knew  nothing  about  it. 
He  asked  me  if  I  would  carry  a  letter  from  him  to 
Blannerhassett.  I  told  him  I  would  carry  any  thing, 
so  it  was  not  too  burthensome.  So  he  sat  down  and 
wrote  a  letter.  He  asked  whether  I  wished  to  drink, 
for  he  had  chastised  (charged)  me  not  to  go  to  any 
tavern,  lest  the  people  should  be  sifting  me  with 
their  questions-.  I  drank  ;  and  then  he  shewed  me  a 
tavern,  and  told  me  to  go,  to  get  my  horse  fed  by 
the  hostler,  but  not  to  go  into  the  house.  I  asked 
him  where  I  should  find  Col.  Burr  and  Blannerhas- 
sett. He  said,  he  expected  they  were  at  Lexington*  at 
the  house  of  a  Mr.  Jourdan.  He  gave  me  the  letter* 
which  I  carried.  When  I  got  to  Lexington*  it  was 
Saturday,  about  1  o'clock;  Mr.  Jourdan  happened 
to  be  in  the  street  and  knew  me<  He  said,  "Peter, 
your  old  master  is  not  in  town;"  He  told  me  so  be- 
fore I  asked  him — -But  he  said,  he  expected  him  ei- 
ther that  night  or  to-morrow  early.  He  enquired 
what  was  the  news  in  our  parts*  and  I  told  him.-  I 
asked  him  what  I  was  to  do  with  my  horse;  He  said, 
that  he  was  to  be  put  at  the  livery  stable.  He  then 
went  iip  stairs,  to  Coh  Burr,  as  I  supposed. — -He 
came  down  and  beckoned  me  in.  He  then  went  up 
stairs  and  shewed  me  what  room  to  go  in.  When  I 
went  into  the  room  there  was  Col.  Burr.  Col.  Burr 
wanted  to  know  what  was  the  news  in  our  paits;     J 
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began  to  tell  him  that  my  business  was  to  prevent 
Coi.  Burr  from  going  back  to  the  island.  (Q.  Did 
you  not  know  Col.  Burr  at  that  time?  A.  I  did  not. 
He  had  been  on  the  island  three  times,  but  I  was 
sick  and  did  not  see  him.)  When  I  told  Col.  Burr 
that,  says  he,  "  I  am  the  very  man  involved  in  this 
piece  of  business;  and  you  must  tell  me  all  you 
know."  I  said,  "if  you  come  up  our  way  the  peo- 
ple will  shoot  you."  I  told  him  it  was  my  sincere 
opinion  that  it  was  not  safe  for  him  to  come  up  our 
way.  I  told  him  that  I  had  heard  several  declare  that 
they  had  rather  shoot  him  than  let  it  alone.  He 
seemed  surprized,  and  wondered  what  the  people 
had  got  in  their  heads.  I  told  Col.  Burr  what  excu- 
ses I  had  made  for  him  before ;  I  told  them  he  was 
going  on  a  great  land  speculation ;  but  the  people 
said  ail  that  was  a  fib,  and  that  he  had  something  else 
in  his  head. 

Then  Col.  Burr  asked  me  what  letters  I  had,  I 
said  two,  one  was  from  Mrs.  Blannerhassett  and  the 
ether  from  John  Smith  of  Cincinnati.  The  letter 
from  John  Smith  he  allowed  was  for  him,  and  asked 
me  if  1  was  willing  he  should  open  it ;  I  tolel  him  I 
supposed  it  made  no  difference  between  him  and 
Blannerhassett,  and  he  might,  and  handed  it  to  him. 
lie  broke  the  seal  open,  and  shewed  me  that  there 
Was  a  letter  inside  for  himself;  he  said,  see  what  I 
told  you  was  right — and  after  some  talking,  I  ask- 
ed him  whether  I  was  at  liberty  to  go  down  stairs. 
I  went  down  and  left  the  opened  letter  with  him.  I 
then  went  to  Mr.  Jourdan  and  asked  him  whether  I 
was  to  stay  at  his  house  or  go  to  a  tavern ;  he  said  I 
was  to  go  to  a  tavern  and  he  would  pay  for  me. 
Mr.  Jourdan  wished  me  to  go  the  next  day  to  Mil- 
lersburg  after  the  saddlebags  left  there  by  Mr.  Blan- 
nerhassett. I  went  and  left  Mrs.  Blannerhassett's 
letter  with  Mr.  Jourdan,  expecting  Blannerhassett  to 
get  there  before  me.  I  returned  on  Monday  by 
1  o'clock,  and  there  Mr.  Blannerhassett  was  come 
and  preparing  to  go  home — we  started  and  got  ten 
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miles  that  night — we  stopped  at  a  tavern,  I  went  to 
see  after  the  horses  and  he  went  into  the  house. — 
There  were  people  drinking  in  the  house,  who  want- 
ed to  know  his  name — he  'told  them  his  name  was 
Tom  Jones — he  came  out  and  told  me,  the  people  in 
the  house  had  asked  and  he  had  told  them  his  name 
was    Tom  Jones,  and  I  must  mind  and  make  no 
mistake,  but  call  him  Jones  too.     So  he  passed  by 
the  name  till  he  got  to  the  Mud-lick's.    He  then  told 
me  he  was  known  there  and  I  must  call  him  by  his  own 
name.     (Q.  When  did  these  things  happen?  A.  All 
this  was  in  October,  1806,  I  believe.)     He  then  be- 
gan at  every  tavern  that  he  came  to,  to  enquire  for 
young  men — good  orderly  men  that  would  be  con- 
formable to  order  and  discipline  and  would   find 
themselves  in  rifles  and  blankets.     He  allowed  that 
Col.  Burr  and  he,    and  a  few  of  his  friends  had 
bought  800,000  acres  of  land,  and  they  wanted  young 
men  to  settle  it.     He  said,  he  would  give  any  young 
man  who  would  go  down  the  river,   100  acres  of 
land,  plenty  of  grog  and  victuals  while  going  down 
the  river  and  three  months  provisions  after  they  had 
got  to  the  end — eveiy  young  man  was  to  carry  his 
rifle  and  blanket.     I  agreed  to  go  myself  if  I  could 
carry  my  wife  and  family,  but  he  said  he  must  have 
further  consultation  upon  that.    As  we  rode  together 
I  began  to  think,  and  asked  him  what  kind  of  seeds 
we  should  carry  with  us  ?     He  said  we  did  not  want 
any,  we  should  find  every  thing  where  we  were  going. 
[Mr.   Wirt.  Of  what  occupation  were  you  on  the 
island?     A.    A  gardener.     Mr.   Wirt.     I  put  this 
question  that  the  jury  might  understand  his  last  ob- 
servation.)    I   urged  that   subject  to  him   several 
times — at  last  he  made  a  sudden  stop,  and  said, 
"  Peter,  between  you  and  I,  we  are  going  to  take 
Mexico,  one  of  the  finest  and  richest  places  in  the 
whole  world."     He  said  that  Col.  Burr  would   be 
the  king  of  Mexico,  and  that  Mrs.  Alston  was  to  be 
the  queen  of  Mexico  whenever  Col.  Burr  died.    He 
said  that  Col.  Burr  had  made  fortunes  for  a  great 
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many  in  his  life  time*  but  nothing  for  himself — but 
now  he  was  going  to  make  something  for  himself. 
He  said  that  he  had  a  great  man)'  friends  in  the  Spa- 
nish territory — 2000  Roman  Catholic  priests  were 
enlisted  in  his  corps — that  those  priests  and  the  so- 
cieties which  belonged  to  them  were  a  strong  party 
— that  the  Spaniards,  like  the  French,  had  got  tired 
of  their  government  and  Wanted  to  swap  it.  He 
told  me  that  the  British  were  also  friends  to  this  ex- 
pedition— and  that  he  was  the  very  man  who  was 
to  go  to  England,  on  this  piece  of  business  for  Col. 
Burr — that  he  had  been  a  friend  to  Col.  Burr  in 
this  business,  and  had  assisted  him  more  than  any 
other  man  in  America. 

He  asked  me  if  I  would  not  like  to  go — I  said  I 
should  certainly  like  to  see  my  friends  there.  I  then 
asked  him  what  was  to  become  of  the  men,  who  were 
going  to  settle  the  lands  he  talked  about  ?  Were  they 
to  stop  at  the  Red  river  or  to  go  on?  He  said,  you'll 
see  how  I'll  fix  them,  when  I  get  them  far  enough 
down  the  river."  If  they  did  not  conform  to  order 
and  discipline,  he  swore  by  God  he'd  stab  them. 
I  was  astonished.  I  told  him  I  was  no  soldier  and 
could  not  fight.  He  said  it  made  no  odds,  he  did 
not  want  me  to  fight — he  wanted  me  to  go  and  live 
with  Mrs.  Blannerhassett  and  the  children,  either  at 
Natchez,  or  some  other  place  while  he  went  on  the 
expedition.  I  talked  to  him  again  and  told  him  the 
people  had  got  it  into  their  heads  that  he  Wanted  to 
divide  the  union.  He  said  Col.  Burr  and  he  could 
not  do  it  themselves.  All  they  could  do  was  to  tell 
the  people  the  consequence  of  it.  He  said  the  peo- 
ple there  paid  the  government  upwards  of  400,000 
dollars  a  year,  and  never  received  any  benefit  from  it* 
— He  allowed  it  would  be  a  very  fine  tiling  if  they 
could  keep  that  money  among  themselves,  and  make 
locks  and  build  bridges  and  cut  roads.  About  two 
weeks  after  I  got  home,  he  sent  me  to  Dr.  Bennett's 
of  Mason  county,  with  a  letter.  He  wanted  to  know 
if  Dr.  Bennett  wouldn't  sell  him  the  arms  belonging 


to  the  militia,  if  he  could  sell  them  and  keep  himself 
out  of  danger — if  he  could,  he'd  give  him  a  draft  up  - 
on  his  friend  in  Kentucky  for  payment — if  he  could 
not  sell  them  without  putting  himself  in  a  hobble  he 
must  send  him  word  where  they  were  kept,  and  he 
would  come  and  take  them  away  in  the  night.  I  was 
not  to  give  the  letter  to  Dr.  Bennett,  until  the  doctor 
promised  to  deliver  it  back,  for  me  to  burn  it,  for 
Mr,  Blannerhassett  told  me  to  do  so,  and  said  it  con- 
tained high  treason.  I  did  as  he  had  told  me  and 
burnt  it,  The  doctor  said  he  was  unacquainted  with 
the  plot,  and  couldn't  join  in  it, 

Questioned  by  the  prosecution. 

Mr,  Hay.  When  did  the  boats  leave  the  island  ? 
A.  It  was  intended  to  sail  on  the  6th  of  December ; 
but  they  did  not  come  till  10th  (Sunday)  and  they 
sailed  on  the  Wednesday  night  following.  'Q.  How 
many  boats  were  there?  A,  Four.  Q.  How  many 
men  from  the  boats  came  ashore  ?  A.  About  30. 
Q.  What  did  the  men  do  who  did  not  belong  to  the 
boats  ?  A .  Some  were  packing  meat  and  some  were 
packing  other  things.  Mr.  M'Rae.  Who  went  off 
on  Wednesday  night?  A.  Mr,  Blannerhassett  and 
Mr.  Tyler  and  the  whole  of  the  party.  Q.  At  what 
time  of  the  night  ?  A.  About  1  o'clock.  Q.  Did 
.til  that  come  down  to  the  island  go  away  ?  A.  All 
but  one  who  was  sick.  Mr.  Hay.  Had  they  any 
guns  ?  A.  Some  of  them  had.  Some  of  the  people 
went  a  shooting,  but  I  do  not  know  how  many  there 
were.  Mr.  J.  M.  Sheppard  (a  juryman).  What  kind 
of  guns,  rifles  or  musquets?  A.  I  do  not  know.  Q. 
Were  there  any  pistols  ?  A.  I  saw  none  but  Blanner-, 
hassett's.  Q.  Was  there  any  powder  or  lead  ?  A. 
Both :  I  saw  some  powder  in  a  long  small  barrel, 
like  a  churn,  but  I  was  so  employed  that  I  could  not 
notice  particularly.  Some  of  the  men  were  engaged 
In  running  bullets  :  but  I  do  not  know  how  many. — 
Mr.  M'Rac.  Why  did  they  leave  the  island  at  that 
nour  of  the  night  ?   A.  Because  they  were  informed 
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that  the  Kanawha  militia  were  coming  clown  there. 
Q.  Did  you  carry  some  boxes  to  the  boats  ?  A.  I  car- 
vied  a  half-bushel  of  candles  and  some  brandy :  se- 
veral boxes  were  carried,  and  a  great  many  things  of 
which  I  knew  nothing.  Mr.  Hay.  Were  you  on  the 
island  when  they  went  off?  A.  Yes — they  held  a 
council  at  the  foot  of  the  pier,  to  determine  which 
was  the  best  way  to  go.  Mr.  Blannerhassett  said, 
if  he  went  in  a  canoe  he  would  be  an  easy  prey.  I 
said  to  them  "  best  stick  together."  And  so  they 
determined  to  stick  together.  They  went  off  in  great 
haste.  Q.  Why  did  they  go  in  a  body  ?  A.  I  sup- 
pose for  security. 

Cross-questioned. 

Mr.  JFickham.  You  saw  general  Tupper  and 
Mr.  Woodbridge  that  night  ?  A.  Yes,  as  I  went  from 
the  boats  to  the  house.  Q.  Was  Colonel  Burr  there  ? 
A.  No,  I  did  not  see  him.  Q.  Did  you  understand 
whether  he  was  in  that  part  of  the  country  at  that 
time.     A.  I  understood  not. 


Substance  of  the  evidence  of  Peter  Taylor  on  the  9th 
of  September,  upon  the  trial  for  a  misdemeanor. 

Mr.  Hay  then  called  up  Peter  Taylor,  (H.  Blan- 
nerhasset's  gardner)  whose  testimony  we  have  already 
published  in  a  more  expanded  form  on  the  trial  for 
treason.  He  stated  that  there  were  about  30  of  the 
party  who  landed  on  the  island — that  Comfort  Tyler, 
as  he  had  understood  had  had  the  direction  of  them 
before  they  arrived  there — that  Blannerhasset  and 
Love  were  the  only  persons  whom  he  recollected  that 
they  had  taken  with  them  from  the  island — that  he 
had  seen  a  few  arms,  and  also  powder,  bullets  and 
provisions — he  recited  his  interview  with  doctor 
Bennet  (whom  Mr.  Hay  stated  had  departed  from 
Richmond  in  spite  of  all  his  admonitions) — he  re- 
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peated  in  the  most  consistent  manner  Blannerhasset's 
communications  to  him — how  they  were  going  to 
take  Mexico  and  make  Burr  its  king,  and  his  daugh- 
ter to  be  his  successor — as  also  his  conversation  with 
Aaron  Burr  at  Lexington.  He  stated  that  he  saw 
no  appearance  of  any  preparations  to  settle  land — 
that  Blannerhasset,  it  was  true,  had  originally  held 
out  the  gift  of  a  certain  number  of  acres  to  every 
lively  and  orderly  young  man  who  would  accompany 
him  without  their  families  or  women,  but  that  he 
had  afterwards  avowed  the  capture  of  Mexico  as 
the  object  of  these  preparations. 


TUESDAY,  September  15, 

Peter  Taylor  was  then  interrogated  about  the  corn 
purchased  by  Blannerhasset  on  the  island.  He  said 
that  this  corn  was  kiln-dried  on  the  island,  then  carl 
ried  to  the  mills  on  the  Muskingum  and  on  the 
Kanawha — that  the  meal  was  brought  back  to  the 
island,  but  he  was  not  certain  whether  any  had  been 
carried  away  by  B's  party. 


LII. 

Evidence  of  Jacob  Jackson. 

Extracted  from  the  volurne  of  printed  Evidence, 
second  pari,  page  78. 

Evidence  of  Lieutenant  Jacob  Jackson,  delivered  in 
court  on  Monday,  the  19th  of  October,  1807,  which 
evidence  was  revised  and  again  sworn  to  by  him, 
on  Tuesday  the  20th  of  the  same  month,  in  the 
form  of  a  deposition. 

I,  Jacob  Jackson,  a  second  lieutenant  in  the 
regiment  of  artillerists,  do  certify  and  say,  that  on  the 

M 


90 

third  or  fourth  day  of  January,  1807,  Aaron  Burr 
arrived  at  the  Chickasaw  Bluffs  in  the  night  time, 
with  one  boat,  and  sent  to  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  garrison,  wishing  to  know  whether  he  could  have 
quarters  in  the  garrison  during  the  night.  Being 
the  commanding  and  only  officer  there,  I  informed 
the  messenger  that  the  said  Burr  could  be  accommo- 
dated. Accordingly  he  came  to  the  garrison  in  com- 
pany with  several  other  gentlemen ;  and  the  next 
morning  he  asked  me  whether  I  had  heard  of  the  at- 
tempts made  in  Kentucky  to  prosecute  him,  under 
an  apprehension  that  he  was  about  to  invade  the  Spa- 
nish dominions.  I  answered  that  I  had  not.  He 
then  went  on  to  observe,  that  he  had  been  prosecuted, 
but  that  nothing  could  be  made  out  against  him  ;  that 
he  was  going  on  a  project  which  many  wished  to 
know,  but  that  from  their  inquisitiveness,  he  was  not 
disposed  to  gratify  them  ;  it  was  a  "  project  how- 
fi  ever,  said  he,  which  was  honorable  to  myself,  and 
"  which  would  be  the  making  of  those  who  should 
"  follow  me,  provided  they  survived  the  undertak- 
"  ing,"  He  contintinued  to  observe  that  the  subjects 
of  Spain  were  in  a  very  distressed  situation,  and  that 
his  project  would  tend  to  relieve  them  from  the  ty? 
ranny  of  their  government.  I  was  then  asked  by 
him,  what  I  thought  the  opinion  of  my  brother  (a 
member  of  congress,)  was  on  the  subject.  I  an- 
swered that  I  did  not  know.  He  then  asked  what  I 
thought  of  suGh  a  project  myself?  I  answered,  that 
if  the  U.  States  were  going  to  war  with  Spain,  I 
should  be  very  glad  to  embark  in  the  enterprize  :  on 
which  he  remarked  that  the  leading  characters  in  the 
United  States  did  not  mean  openly  to  cany  on  a  war 
against  the  Spaniards,  but  that  they  secretly  favored 
his  views.  I  then  told  him  that,  if  such  was  the 
case,  I  was  willing  to  engage  in  the  enterprize ;  and 
after  telling  me  again  that  the  leading  men  in  the  U. 
States  (by  which  I  supposed  he  meant  to  include  the 
heads  of  departments)  approved  his  measures,  he  re- 
marked that  he  wished  to  engage  young  men ;  that 
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he  Wished  me  to  go  with  him  for  one ;  and  that  in 
case  I  complied,  he  would  give  me  a  captain's  com- 
mission. Fully  believing  from  the  conversation  and 
high  standing  of  said  Aaron  Burr,  that  a  war  was  se^ 
cretly  to  be  carried  on  by  the  U.  States  against  some 
of  the  territories  of  Spain,  I  finally  consented  to 
engage  under  him.  He  then  observed  that  I  might 
probably  want  some  money  to  raise  a  company.  I 
replied,  that  I  did  not  want  more  than  was  sufficient 
to  take  me  home  ;  and  mentioned  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars;  He  enquired  whether  I  could  not  let 
him  have  some  arms  and  ammunition— I  replied 
that  I  had  a  small  supply  of  these  articles,  but  that  I 
did  not  think  myself  authorised  to  furnish  him  ;  on 
which  he  observed  that  he  had  got  some  at  another 
garrison,  and  that  I  should  be  justified  in  supplying 
him  ;  to  which  I  replied  that  I  did  not  want  to  impli- 
cate myself.  He  then  requested  me  to  let  some  of 
my  men  repair  two  or  three  muskets,  and  run  him 
some  ballsy  (the  lead  he  procured  at  the  public  facto- 
ry) as  he  wanted,  in  descending  the  Mississippi,  to 
kill  game  for  the  Use  of  himself  and  the  residue 
of  his  men  who  were  behind ;  and  I  accordingly 
suffered  the  musquets  to  be  repaired,  and  the; 
balls  to  be  run.  In  the  course  of  various  conver- 
sations, he  frequently  requested  me  to  let  him  have 
some  soldiers  to  go  with  him ;  which  I  as  often 
refused;  at  last  he  wished  me  to  let  him  have 
a  soldier  to  carry  a  letter  to  CoL  John  M'Kee,  in 
the  Chickasaw  nation ;  and,  on  my  refusal,  he  re- 
quested me  to  give  one  of  my  soldiers  a  pass  for 
twenty  days ;  and  observed,  that  if  he  did  not  return, 
I  could  not  be  blamed  :  this  I  also  refused.  In  the 
course  of  this  conversation,  he  asked  me  whe- 
ther I  could  not  then  go  with  him,  or  soon  follow  him 
and  take  with  me  the  soldiery  under  my  command 
— In  answer  to  which  I  remarked  (being  somewhat 
alarmed  at  his  propositions)  that  I  was  about  to  send 
in  my  resignation,  and  that  as  soon  as  I  was  dischaged 
from  the  service,  I  had  no  objection  to  following  him j 
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but  that  I  cculd  not  undertake  to  seduce  the  sol- 
diery from  their  duty  while  I  held  a  commission. 
I  also  observed  that  my  family  was  respectable,  and 
that  I  wfculd  not  do  any  thing  to  injure  the  feelings 
of  my  relations,  or  to  wound  my  reputation  as  an 
officer ;  and  that,  whatever  might  be  his  projects,  I 
did  not  wish  to  hear  any  thing  mere  about  them  un- 
less they  were  honorable ;  to  which  he  replied  that  his 
views  were  honorable,  and  lhat  by  my  complying 
with  his  request,  I  should  not  incur  any  blame  ;  that 
many  of  the  officers  of  the  army  were  actually  en- 
gaged with  him,  and  that  he  expected  to  derive 
great  assistance  from  the  present  military  force  ;  that 
Gen.  Eaton  was  coming  round  with  the  navy,  and 
that  he  expected  soon  to  receive  ten  thousand  stand 
of  arms.  He  moreover  observed  that,  as  he  was  ac- 
quainted wtth  my  father,  he  should  like  to  have  me 
join  him,  and  the  sooner  I  did  it  the  better.  I  re- 
plied that  it  might  be  some  time  before  I  could  re- 
ceive an  answer  to  my  resignation — but  that  when  I 
did,  I  would  follow  him,  provided  I  found  him  patro- 
nized by  the  United  States.  He  then  observed  that 
it  would  not  do  to  delay  business,  and  would  there- 
fore furnish  me  with  money  to  raise  a  company.  He 
asked  me  the  expense  of  a  man  to  carry  a  letter  to 
Ccl.  M'Kee  in  the  Chickasaw  nation.  I  replied 
about  fifteen  dollars :  he  then  asked  me  how  many 
Indians  I  thought  Col.  M'Kee  could  raise  in  the 
Choctaw  nation  :  my  reply  was  that  I  did  not  know ; 
but  that  Col.  M'Kee  had  resided  there  some  time, 
and  his  influence  was  probably  considerable. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th  of  the  said  January, 
just  before  he  started  elown  the  Mississippi,  on  my 
entering  the  room  where  the  said  Bun-  was,  he  said 
to  me,  there  is  something  for  you  on  the  mantle  tree 
piece  over  the  fire  :  on  which  I  took  from  thence  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  in  bank  notes ;  and  a  draft 
on  John  Smith  for  five  hundred  dollars,  he  at  the 
same  time  presented  me  ;  observing  that  a  draft  was 
easier  carried  than  money  ;  that  as  to  a  receipt  for  the 
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money  he  should  not  take  any  ;  and  that  in  ease  I 
disliked  his  plans  he  relied  on  my  honor  to  return  it. 
This  money  and  draft  were  given  me  by  the  said 
Burr  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  company  of  men 
to  join  him,  and  for  building  a  boat  calculated  to  as- 
cend currents — particular  instructions  about  which 
he  gave  me.  He  further  observed  that  he  intended  to 
fix  himself  in  the  Spanish  dominions,  and  there  pro- 
claim his  intentions ;  that  if  I  was  not  informed  of 
them  before  I  left  the  Bluffs,  he  wished  me  on  my 
way  to  Virginia  to  call  on  Gen.  Tupper  at  Marietta, 
to  whom  he  should  communicate  his  intentions,  as 
soon  as  he  had  fixed  himself  in  the  Spanish  domi- 
nions, and  that  he  would  communicate  them  to  me  ; 
and  at  the  same  time  he  gave  me  a  letter  to  said 
Tupper,  which  I  burned  as  soon  as  I  received  the 
President's  proclamation :  and,  on  his  leaving  the 
Bluffs,  he  pressed  me  to  leave  the  garrison  in  fifteen 
days,  and  not  to  wait  for  the  acceptance  of  my  resigna- 
tion ;  and  on  my  way  down  the  Mississippi  to  endea- 
vor to  get  as  many  of  the  soldiery  at  the  Bluffs  to  ac- 
company me  as  possible.  And  further  this  deponent 
saith  not. 

JACOB  JACKSON, 

Lieut.  RegH.  of  Artillerists. 

Henrico  county,  sc. 

Sworn  to  before  me  in  due  form  agreeable  to  law. 
this  20th  October,  1807. 

DAN'L.  L.  HYLTON, 

Justice  of  the  peace  for  the  said  county. 
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